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Democrats must be 
utterly unselfish. They 3 
must think and dream | 
not in terms of self 
or Party, but only of 
democracy. 


Democracy and  vio- 
lence go ill together. 


Democracy is not a 
state in which people act 
like sheep. 

Nothing is so easy as 
to train mobs, for the 
simple reason that they 
have no mind, no preme- 
ditation. They act in a 
frenzy. 

* I do not mind govern- 
mental fury as | mind 
- «m mob fury. 
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ENJOY MENTAL PEACE AND SPIRITUAL SOLACE 


READ SWAMI SIVANANDA’S WORKS 


SURE WAYS FOR SUCCESS IN LIFE AND GOD-REALISATION, 
A reliable guide to super living in One’s daily life—the experience of years 
of intensive research and study—very practical and definitely helpful 


THOUGHT-POWER. gives the right methods cia ndling: and manipulat, 
ing thought for the best benefit of man 


PRACTICAL LESSONS IN YOGA, An easy hand-book covering varied 
sides of practice for beginners Fe 


CONQUEST OF MIND, An intensely practical manual for the worried 
and distressed, and the seeking aspirants » 


JAPA YOGA, An authoritative treatise on Mantra-Shastra 


KUNDALINI YOGA, The dificulti science made easy for practice in 
daily life 


MIND—ITS MYSTERIES AND CONTROL, The psychology of the Inner 
Man and its meaning and application in everyday life 


YOGASANAS. Yogic Physical exercises forall. An Illustrated hand-book 
covering all important Asanas for beginners, with a section on the 
Science of Pranayama SE AG Go A 5 


HEALTH AND HAPPINESS, A comprehensive presentation of the fun- 
damental laws of health and hygiene cr : 


CONCENTRATION AND MEDITATION, A classic on the amaenifceny 
psychological science of success in the field of life 5 


BLISS DIVINE, 69 self-contained essays. each one a fountain of inspira- 
tional Wisdom. An encyclopaedic work of reference on various philo- 
sophic and spiritual themes. WA i = ie 


UPANISHAD DRAMA, The Upanishads made touchinew interesting 
and homely in the form of plays one as 


GURU-TATTWA, A hand-book on the subject of the relation of the e Spir 
tual Teacher and the disciple, very logically treated : 


THE REALISATION OF THE ABSOLUTE (by Sri Swami Krishna- 
nanda), A masterpiece on the  metaphysics. ethics and the deep 
spiritual wisdom of the Upanishads and the Vedanta Philosophy 


RESURGENT CULTURE (by Sri Swami Krishnananda), A stimulating 
presentation of modern philosophy for College and University students... 00 


(Packing and forwarding charges Extra) 


DISCOUNT ALLOWED on orders for Rs. 10/- to Rs. 50/- ... 10%; Rs. 51/- to 
Rs. 100/- ... 20%; Rs. 101/- and above ... 25%. Additional 10% discount in the 
form of books to book-sellers only. For complete list of books and other conditions 
please write to: 


THE DIVINE LIFE SOCIETY 


P.O. Sivanandanagar, Dist.: Tehri-Garhwal, U.P. (Himalayas). 
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3 The motor of your domestic appliance 
can burn out if it is not protected 

against overload even due to low voltage. 
Replacing the motor is expensive. Not 

to speak of the inconvenience caused by 
something like a refrigerator, stacked 
with the week's provisions, going dead on 
you. But you can avoid this expense 

and inconvenience by installing an LT-LK 
starter type MF1— the starter that 

will give the motor of your domestic 
appliance the protection it needs. 

LT-LK starter type MFI, is inexpensive 
yet reliable. How can you be sure this 
starter won't fail ? Every relay that goes 
into an LT-LK type MF), is accurately 
calibrated and individually tested. That 

is why you can be certain this starter 

: will trip in time to protect your motor. 
For details write for our leaflet 

on LT-LK starter type MFI or contact: 


Ce) 


SWITCHGEAR DIVISION 


1 LARSEN & TOUBRO 


yA LIMITED 
P.O. Box 278, Bombay 1 

Post Bag 5247, Madras — P.O. Box 323, 

New Delhi—P.O. Box 619, Calcutta. 

Also at: Bangalore, Ernakulam, Ahmedabad, 
Hyderabad, Lucknow, Bhopal, Panjim, 
Baroda, Rourkela. 
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State Bank can open bigger markets for you! 
Are you a Small-scale industrialist? Do you need help to produce more... 
to expand...to widen your market? Come to the State Bank. 


Through their 2000 offices all over the country State Bank and its Sub- 
sidiaries give the following facilities to Small-scale Industries: 


ADVANCES AGAINST CLEAN CREDIT FACILITIES 
SECURITY . $ where no securities are obtainable. 
of raw materials and finished MEDIUM TERM LO ANS 
"ANE TYPE ADVANCES for modernisation and expansion. 
where security cannot be kept ESAME machine y. 


under the bank's lock and key. 


STATE BANK FOR SERVICE 
Big scale help for small-scale industry 
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Buy a lifetime of 
listening pleasure! 


| 


MODEL PT-1503 : 
Portable Transistor, 7 + 2 Transistors & Diodes, 3 Bands 
2-Tone Wooden Cabinet, 9-Volt Dry Battery Operation 
Rs. 400.00 


(Price inclusive of Excise Duty. Taxes extra) 
NATIONAL, p. 
puppet K Ing o f 


EKCO 


GENERAL RADIO & APPLIANCES LTD. 
Bombay * Calcutta * Madras * Delhi - Bangalore 
Secunderabad * Patna » 


PES 


< LPE-Aiyars NE 14 
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e Accelerate National Economy 
— to goal of Self-Sufficiency 
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ESCORTS LIMITED new pet - BOMBAY — CALCUTTA — MADRAS — HYDERABAD 


AKD PLANTS AT BAHADURGARH (PATIALA) AND FARIDABAD (PB.) 
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ngga ce ia aa, 


YOUR MONEY 
IS CARED FOR BY 
DEKTEROUS, EKPERT, 


| mem SKILLED 
| HANDS IN 


PUNJAB NATIONAL 
BANK | 


PR-PNB-6530-Ad- 5 
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WON STOP 


BOMBAY-NAIROBI! 


Fastest to Africa...no stopover! 
My third weekly flight to Nairobi 
is sensational! Nairobi in 6 hours 
— every Tuesday! 


Tuesdays: Bombay/Nairobi non-stop 
Thursdays: Bombay- Aden- Nairobi 
Sundays: Bombay- Aden- Nairobi. 


A/P-/WD/A 
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FORTNIGHTLY Devoted to Life, Literature ana Culture 
[Annual Subscription : Rs. 7.50] 
contents Page Page 
i 13 | * Krishnavatara (Part V): Rohini 
yer tor "Dean Wants to Enter Fire 
* Kulapati’s Letter No. 375: 3 — Sri K M Munshi ..  .. 33 
Parliamentary PA in 14 * The Art of S. Y. Agnon 
Peril e . ou —David Patterson jJ 41 
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Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Chowpatty, Bombay-7. 


The SADVAIDYASALA Private LIMITED, NANJANGUD. 
[^ E Vidwan B. V. PANDIT'S Reliable Genuine Medicines 


KASTURI PILLS USEFUL FOR ALL. 
GOROJAN PILLS. FOR CHILDREN. 


PURGATIVE PILLS, CAUSES MOTIONS. 
CHECKS MOTIONS AND VOMITING; 
4 ; ‘KS vx TONIC FOR CHILDREN 

NANJANGUD TOOTH: DOWD EB aa WAA mai Ae ae 
FOR LADIES : JEEVANEE, UTENOL, SHONITHAMRITHA, TONADEL (AFTER DELIVERY LEHYA.) 


Sole Agents: THE UNITED CONCERN, 54, BUNDERST. MADRAS 2 (BOMBAY-19) 
WE TAKE ONE PARTY AS ‘OUR STOCKISTS: OF MEDICINES IN NEW TOWNS 
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AMRUTANJ 


. a 
and get quick relief 
AMRUTANJAN PAIN BALM is a scientific blend 
of 10 ingredients to give you safe, effective rellef 
irom chest cold and' common colds. AMRUTAN- 
JAN is equally powerful against muscular. pain, 
headache and sprain. You need so little each 
time that a bottle fasts your family for months. 
Keep AMRUTANJAN handy always. 
AMRUTANJAN is a trusted household remedy 
over 70 years. 

AMRUTANJAN is 10 medicaments 
blended in 1 to relieve pains and colds. 


AMRUTANJAN LIMITED, Madres - Bombay - Calcutta - Delhi 
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WHAT EVERY CAREER GIRL 
SHOULD KNOW 


It Is not just a matter of how 
much you earn as how far 
you can make your money go. 
The way to independence lies 
in paying your way through 
lile and in saving regularly 
every pay day. 


Open a SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
with Dena Bank today! 


DENA BANK 


SAVINGS ACCOUNT - 
Interost 4% 

MINORS' SAVINGS SCHEME - 
Interost 4% 

RECURRING DEPOSITS - 
Compound Interest 53% to 6175 


DENA BANK LTD. 
Regd. Office: Devkaram Nanjee Buildings, 17 Horniman Circle, Bombay 1. 
PRAVINCHANDRA V. GANDHI, Mg. Director. 
garn Sy STEEL a TE : 
OB/E I4 A. 


CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


12 BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 


Wt ff fa, 1 ^S 
AC Uf INDIAN NS 


VANN 
PREVOTIONAL M 
SONES 


ON RECORDS 


GE 22758/59 (18 RPM) 
Mahishasura Mardhini 
Anantharama Dikshidar 


ECLP 2293 (LP) 
Sri Venkatesa Suprabhatam 
Smt. M. S. Subbulakshmi 


SEDE 3612 (EP) 
Sri Saradabujangam 
P. B. Sreenivos 


GE 22780/83 (78 RPM) 
Narayanceyam 
(Kesathipatham & Rasakreedai) 
P. Leela 


JEPE 1624 (EP) 
Sri Annapoornashtakam 
Pazhani Vijayalakshmi 


CN 1001 (78 RPM) 
'Viswarup Darshan’ & 
'Mahishamardinee' (Stotram) 
Prof. Govindagopal Mukherjee 
M.A., Ph.D. 


N35373 (78 RPM) 
Sri Subramanya Bhujangam 
Manjakudi Rajagopala Sastrigal 


GE 24640 (78 RPM) 
“Sri Sri Narayani’ & 
‘Sri Sri Durga’ (Stotram) 
Prof. Govindagopal Mukherjee 
1 M.A., Ph.D. 


GE 22787 (78 RPM) 
Adithya Hrudayam 
Anantharama Dikshidar 


GE 22788/89 (78 RPM) 
Mahalakshmi Stothram 
Sri Vathapura Nathashitakam 
Anantharama Dikshidar 


GE 7566/67 (78 RPM) 
*Mahishamardince' (Stotram) 
Birendra Krishna Bhadra & Party 


The Gramophone Co. 
of India ( Private ) Ltd. 
( One of the EMI 

Group of Companies ) 
Calcutta,Bombay,Delhi,Madras 
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PRAYER FOR DEVOTION 


asmara Kamana 
ARMA Apu ud 
dared safe Wa west URA 
Kania ave! adt AUA TASS di 


O Ruler of the three worlds! We are drowning 
in the enormous ocean called samsara, whose 
waters are our greed; where the wind, passion,- 
raises waves called illusion on those waters; where 
there are whirlpools known as the wife; that sea 
is infested. by crocodiles known as children, 
brothers and relatives. O Munificent One! Be 
pleased to vouchsafe to us the boat called de- 
votion to Your lotus feet (so that we may save 
ourselves from the catastrophe). 

—Saint Kulasekhara 


LEMERE SS 


ON LIFE, LITERATURE & CULTURE 


@ PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY IN PERIL 


MY Young FRIEND, 


Omg E are so engrossed with recur- 

ting crises developing from day 
to day that we pay little attention to 
the dangers to our parliamentary de- 
mocracy. 

The Constitution has so far given 
Stability to the country; withstood 
the shock of the post-Partition difficul- 
ties; resisted the disruptive activities 
of parties pledged to subversion, and 
enabled the Union Government to 
take prompt and effective steps to 
arrest aggression by Pakistan in 1965. 


Parliamentary democracy in In- 
dia, however, has been subjected to 
terrific pressures, which fall into three 
categories: 

(a) pressure of esternal danger; 
aggression or inyasion; sabot- 
age; subversion ; 

(b) pressure of subversion and sa- 
botage by conspiratorial inter- 
national Communism ; 
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(c) pressure of internal disintegra- 

tion. 

When there is a pressure of actual 
or threatened danger to national exis- 
tence, the normal powers of a parlia- 
mentary government, in the nature of 
things, become inadequate and the 
executive has, of necessity, to assume 
wider powers. 

Our Parliament succeeded in facing 
external danger more than once. In 
spite of the egregious blunders of our 
ieaders, the people stood united, and 
this unity was reflected in the magni- 
ficent achievements of our defence 
forces. 

More than one attempt at subyer- 


sion in the States were staged 
by the Communists. In 1947, in 
Telengana, for instance, the sub- 


versive technique was on the point of 
succeeding. However, Parliament 
stood foursquare in support of strong 
action, though the leaders wobbled. 


. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 
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Another pressure, and perhaps the 
most insidious one, which has been 
crippling our democracy, has -arisen 
from internal disintegration. It comes 
from “tribalism”, that is, overpow- 
ering sectional urges, the most ram- 
pant being linguism and regional chau- 
vinism. 

Some of the States are pressing for 
progressive surrender of the plenary 
powers of the Centre, and this at a 
time when two formidable hostile pow- 
ers are on our northern boundaries, 
waiting for an opportunity to destroy 
India. 

With fluctuating loyalties growing 
apace in the country, the Centre has 
begun to rely on the baronial support 
of the Chief Ministers of the linguis- 
tic States rather than on the party in 
Parliament. 

Even the election of Smt. Indira 
Gandhi was in fact made by the Chief 
Ministers, whose assistance the High 
Command of the Congress invited. 
The ruling parliamentary party only 
rubber-stamped the decision. 

If this trend is not arrested or if 
the Congress Ministries are displaced 
by Opposition groups in some States, 
a time might come when the baro- 
nial chiefs would not tolerate a Union 
Government of power. 

Every State wants to be industrially 
self-sufficient regardless of natural re- 
sources and facilities, paving the way 
for autarchy—hence the hue and cry 
with regard to the location of steel 
plants, refineries etc. 

As one who has seen the develop- 
ment of linguism from the beginning, 
I cannot help noting that the Union, 
in some respects, has been assuming 
the shape of a confederacy, some of 
the Chief Ministers of States playing 
the role of the warring barons of me- 
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dieval England, destructive of parlia- 
mentary democracy. Already they 
are talking about “our rivers”, "our 
boundaries" and “our food crops". In 
the way some States are behaving, it 
looks as if they would have gone to 
war if they had armies! 

"There have been instances when the 
authorities appeared to have come to 
a tacit alliance with the leaders of 
the demonstrations to make them a 
success by instructing the forces of 
law and order not to afford protection 
to the citizens if they are molested by 
the demonstrators. It seems clear 
that regional chauvinism is prepar- 
ing to coerce the Central Government 
into submission. 

The greatest danger to parliamen- 
tary democracy in this country comes 
from extra-constitutional coercion— 
through hunger-strikes, through ill- 
conceived mass demonstrations and 
through large-scale attempts to dis- 
rupt law and order; Parliament is 
then only left with the power to sub- 
mit. 

Given a person ready to earn the 
crown of martyrdom by going on a 
fast, our leaders could be frightened 
into a surrender to blackmail and con- 
cede demands, however unfair, how- 
ever anti-national. 

I am sorry to say that parliamen- 
tary democracy has failed in this 
country to maintain law and order. 

Organized violence has been stalk- 
ing many parts of the country for the 
Jast few months under one pretext or 
the other. Its culmination came the 
other day in the capital itself when 
the Parliament House was sought to 
be stormed by an unruly crowd. 

Our Government speaks of "the de- 
termination to control the situation" 
—a determination which never gets 


16 


translated into action. 

The students have assumed the 
status of a privileged class to whom 
the policemen must always apologize 
for maintaining law and order. 
Through organized violence, they are 
dictating terms to the Government 
and the University authorities. They 
insist on who their Vice-Chancellor 
should be, and on securing University 
Acts of their choice. They claim that 
the University campus should be sanc- 
tuaries where their mob rule should 
decide the future of our youth; the 
rule of law might prevail everywhere, 
but in the campus only at their will. 


The Governments justify their inac- 


tion by making attempts to trace the 
defects of the educational system. By 
the time that they do so, the rule of 
law would have collapsed in the coun- 
try. 

When the police act loyally in the 
discharge of their responsibilities in 
very difficult situations, the Parliament 
House echoes with their condemna- 
tion, weakening the morale of the only 
instrument that we have for maintain- 
ing law and order. 

If this course is pursued, a time will 
soon come when the constabulary in 
India, which constitutes one of the fin- 
est forces in the world, will lapse into 
complete inaction. ' 

The role of the law and order ma- 
chinery is not only to take preventive 
action against an outburst of violence, 
but to create confidence in the coun- 
try that it will step in to restore order 
effectively and impartially, whoever 
may be the disturber, and that, in do- 
ing so, it will have the full support of 
the Parliament. 

This organized violence is not a 
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matter of accident or an occasional 
outburst; it is well planned, well or- 
ganized and well financed. Shri S.K. 
Patil referred the other day to a ‘mas- 
ter mind’ behind this, which inspires 
and finances such a conspiracy against 
the country’s stability. If it is allow- 
ed to grow, it will sabotage the politi- 
cal and social order of the country 
long before the Election comes. 

The debates and interpellations in 
the Parliament itself, I am sorry to 
say, do not present today a picture 
which would enhance the Parliament's 
prestige. Walk-outs have become fre- 
quent; storms are almost a normal 
feature of the proceedings; “Limaye- 
ism"—I apologize to Shri Madhu 
Limaye for borrowing his name—has 
successfully developed the new techni- 
que of evoking the issue of privilege 
to undermine the prestige of the, Go- 
vernment. 

All this does not come from an in- 
herent antagonism to parliamentary 
democracy. No doubt, some parties 
in Opposition have that attitude. But 
it is the frustration created by the 
lofty and indifferent attitude of the 
ruling party that has driven the Op- 
position Parties to devise these unor- 
thodox methods. This technique has 
effectively reduced the stature of the 
Ministers, depriving them of their 
moral authority. Between the ways 
adopted by the Party in power and 
the Opposition Parties, there is an air 
of helplessness surrounding parlia- 
mentary democracy. 

Contemporary history shows that a 
parliamentary government collapses 
under certain conditions: 

First, when the leadership is badly 
split, or paralysed by indecision. 
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Secondly, when. there is widespread 
loss of respect and support for the 
political authorities. 

Finally, when a political Opposi- 
tion with a clear conception of an al- 
ternative to the existing regime, is 
ready to organise effective political 
action. 

We are heading towards a situation 
when all the three conditions are com- 
ing into existence. 

If we look around the world where 
parliamentary democracy has been 
undermined or sabotaged, we find that 
the people, disgusted with corrupt and 
inefficient political leaders, have even 
preferred military dictatorship. The 
Army, as you know, everywhere—as 
in the recent instance of Indonesia— 
has an organic unity and has come to 
the rescue of several countries when 
the politicians have brought it to the 


The Vietnam War! Why? 


What is threatening Vietnam? 
What makes the war different? 


MUSA TII noted Indian Journalist, in ‘The Vietnam War; 
y 
and counter coups in this strife ridden lan 
a vivid, concise, and objective analysis of the most bafflin 
and frustratin 
an enemy that is faceless and frontless...and answers 


M Price Re.1.00 Paperback. Rs. 3.00 Hard bound. (Postage Extra) 


brink of chaos. 

Things being as they are, if parlia- 
mentary democracy has to be saved 
in this country, the Parliament 
must re-capture its moral authority 
over the country by prompt and effec- 
tive support of those whose duty is to 
maintain law and order in the coun- 
try. 

All the Parties should support a 
strong Centre able to assert itself 
against the threatened chaos, and the 
Head of the State, whose constitu- 
tional duty is to “preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution,” should help 
the Parliament to firmly handle the 
difficult situation through which we 
are passing. 

: Yours sincerely, 


BA onde 


And why continue? 


' takes you through the DENI ERA mazo of coups 
, and gives you 


war of the 20th Century...a war agains 


the question: Why? Available from all Booksellers. 
Distributors: 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 


Bombay 26. Calcutta 16 New Delhi 1 
Madras? Bangalore 9 Hyderabad 29 


ATMARAM & SONS 


Delhi 6 


mem/ibh-4 
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QUO VADIS? 


S. Ramakrishnan 


EM February 1967, four months from now, our fourth General 
Election is scheduled to take place. 

The nation is sick. It is ailing from all kinds of afflictions. 
The fever is mounting and the signs are that it would soon shoot 
up to the delirium point. ‘Operation election’ may be successful 
but, in the process, there is the danger cf Mother India being bled 
white. 

The cup of grievances, frustration and bitterness is full to the 
brim and can hold no more. But perhaps the raison d'etre for 
the recent spate of agitations, demonstrations, ghera dalos, bandhs 
and the like, each more novel in conception, garish in variety and 
greater in dimension, is the impending election. Strange though 
it may seem, there is one thing in common between both the Oppo- 
sition who organize them and those in authority who connive at 
them viz. to woo and win the mass votes. 

Our political bosses are betraying an attitude that all is fair 
in the battle of the ballot. Their strange doings and cooings give 
the clue to their motive: their sole goal of winning elections “some- 
how"—by money, pressure, organization, empty gestures and tall 
promises. 

The atmosphere is being systematically vitiated. All recent 
Governmental decisions, political activities and V.I.P. utterances 
are manifestly election-oriented. 

The astounding theory of "handling with care" lawless ele- 
ments let loose on rampage; the propitiation of State satraps and 
appeasement of corrupt and mischievous cliques; the offering, as 
sacrificial goats, of colleagues of long standing and seniority to mol- 
lify critics and divert from public gaze unmitigated policy-failures ; 
the cutting asunder of the Punjab into two; the inclusion in the 
Cabinets of the new States of men indicted by the Das Commis- 
sion; the proffered Opinion Poll in Goa; the expeditious appoint- 
ment of the Gajendragadkar Commission for a speedy pre-election 
Award on the issue of D.A. to Government employees; the deli- 
berately delayed appointment of the Mahajan Commission on the 
Maharashtra-Mysore border dispute for a leisurely post-election 
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Award; the last minute modification of Gold Control; the de- 
licensing of certain industries ; the liberalising of capital issues ; the 
proposal to give official recognition to Sindhi—decisions, some of 
them, of course, right in themselves—are all naked electoral baits. 

Indecorous behaviour and rank indiscipline, blackmail and bul- 
lying, mobocracy and vandalism are tolerated and at times even 
overtly or covertly encouraged, all for a mess of pottage—votes. 

Sri J.R.D. Tata, a constructive patriot, never given to volu- 
bility and vehemence, and noted for impeccable integrity and char- 
acteristic understatement, recently declared: 

“T may be forgiven for nursing the uncharitable suspicion 

that, amongst other factors, our plans suffer from the fact that 

they substantially coincide with our elections which tend to 
make them over-ambitious—by including all possible projects 
to please everybody..... 

Some time ago, our Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi, gave 
a clarion call of “Nation First and Party next”. It came like a 
whiff of invigorating fresh air amidst the foul atmosphere of horse- 
trading, hypocrisy and humbug. 

Is anything being done to put this ideal into practice? Or 
was it also an election salvo? 

What is the state of the nation today? 

The inspiration of our ageless heritage and our common cul- 
ture, the purposive all-India outlook, the ideal of oneness, the 
spirit of dedication and the sense of mission, which characterised 
all our activities during the struggle for Swaraj and the early years 
of the advent of freedom have been, by and large, given the go-by. 

Today our unity stands impaired. Centrifugal forces are pois- 
ed to submerge our robust nationalism. Political disintegration is 
growing apace. Economic bankruptcy is staring us in the face. 
Acute food shortage, if not actual famine, is stalking some parts 
of the motherland. Nothing is being done to redeem the solemn 
pledge to have the aggression on our sacred soil, now four years 
old, vacated. Appalling mental and moral degeneracy has set in. 
Bad coins have wormed in their way to the fore and elbowed out 
the good. 

As we sow, so we reap. The present malaise is primarily the 
inevitable result of rearing up, brushing aside prophetic warnings, 
generations solely fed on material values, devoid of the leavening 
influence of religious inspiration, ethical norms and spiritual values. 

There is an unfortunate, escapist tendency to dismiss the trou- 
bles that plague the nation as gross exaggeration; and to explain 
away the recent eruptions of country-wide violence, sabotage and 
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the calculated challenge to law and order as normal pre-election 
political aberrations. i 

Truth to tell—thanks to this puerile policy of expediency and 
drift; this lethargic policy of waiting upon events ; this congenital 
incapacity to forestall difficulties ; this dreary habit of conjuring up 
‘instant’ measures,—India today is perilously perched on the pre- 
cipice of disaster. 

What is at stake is India’s very existence as a free and demo- 
cratic nation. 

The politicians are preoccupied with their game of power- 
politics, wire-pullings, machinations and manipulations. The pub- 
lic at large are complacent or are too much absorbed in their 
daily struggle to keep the wolf away from the door. 

If the politicians and the public continue to go about their 
business in the way they have been all these years; and if the pre- 
sent posture of erosion of authority and circumvention of or ac- 
quiescence in the violation of Rule of Law continue, a stage will 
soon come, when the cheers of the sycophants and the gullible 
will cease to echo; the voice and votes of well-meaning Assem- 
blies will cease to count and elections themselves will cease to take 
place. Doom will descend. 

The pity is that the country is not being taken into confi- 
dence by the powers-that-be. All the difficulties, set-backs and 
miscalculations are consciously and deliberately glossed over. The 
public is hoodwinked or lulled into complacency. 

India today is facing the greatest danger and gravest emer- 
gency. Almost everything is in disarray. And the leadership is 
feeble, wobbly, ambivalent, short-sighted and opportunistic. De- 
vious compromises and gimmicks abound. 

The situation calls for solemn reflection, searching analysis. 

An apposite parallel comes to mind. 

During the period! 1931-38, there was an undercurrent of paci- 
fism in Britain and appeasement was the avowed official policy. 

At the time of the British General Election of December 1935, 
Sir Stanley Baldwin was the Prime Minister and leader of the Con- 
servative Party. He Jed his Party five times in his country’s Gene- 
m Elections. His guiding principle was winning elections “some- 
ow”. 

During the election campaign, at some centres, he spoke in 
strong terms of the need for rearmament. At others, he said that 


1. Sir Thomas Inskip, Minister for Co-ordination of Defence in the 
Baldwin Cabinet, nicknamed this period in the expressive biblical 
phraseology: “Locust Years”. (“The years that the locusts hath. 
caten”—Joel ii, 25). 
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“there will be no great armaments”. 

This was double talk. This was being many things to many 
men. It enabled Baldwin to garner for his Party the votes of those 
who clamoured that Britain should prepare herself against the 
dangers of the future; and at the same time also of the pacifists 
and others who believed that peace could be preserved merely by 
praising its virtues and by reiterating their faith in it. 

The result was a singular personal triumph for Baldwin. He 
was naturally re-elected Prime Minister. 

Those were the days of “loaded pause”. Fascism and Nazism 
were spreading their tentacles and casting their ominous shadow. 

In October 1935, Mussolini raped Abyssinia. In March 1936, 
Hitler stormed Rhineland. These were brazen and fraudulent flout- 
ing of solemn Treaty obligations. 

Sir Winston Churchill, who was then in political wilderness, 
unerringly saw the perils of the future. He resolutely opposed the 
then policy of the British ruling circles guided by sentiments like: 
“After all, the Germans are only going into their own back-garden” ; 
“We can do business with Hitler”. 

In a Debate on the Address on November 12, 1936, severely 
reproaching Sir Stanley Baldwin for his failure to keep his pledge 
given on the floor of the House of Commons in the matter of 
speedily attaining parity in air power, Churchill said with biting 
sarcasm: 

* ...The Government simply cannot make up their minds, 

or they cannot get the Prime Minister to make up his mind. 

So they go on in strange paradox, decided only to be undecid- 

ed, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for flui- 

dity, all-powerful to be impotent. So we go on preparing more 
months and years—precious, perhaps vital, to the greatness 
of Britain—for the locusts to eat". 

Baldwin replied with appalling frankness: 

*.... You will remember the election at Fulham in the autumn 

of 1933, when a seat which the National Government held was | 

lost by about 7,000 votes on no issue but the pacifist.... | 

Supposing I had gone to the country and said that Germany | 

was rearming, and that we must rearm, does anybody think 

that this pacifist democracy would have rallied to that cry at 

that moment? I cannot think of anything that would have 
| made the loss of election from my point of view more certain.” 

That a veteran Prime Minister and the acknowledged leader of 
a well-established and responsible political party should publicly 
confess that he did not press forward with essential and pledged 
safety and defence measures because of fear of his Party losing 
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elections, shocked Baldwin's foes and friends alike. It was a bes- 
mirching performance which all decent people detested. It nearly 
cost him his political life. C 

Luckily for Baldwin, the Abdication Crisis of Edward VIII 
soon intervened and then followed the pageantry and festivities con- 
nected with the Coronation of George VI, in May 1937. His deft 
and skilful handling of these helped him, in a measure, to rehabi- 
litate his image and escape political ignominy and extinction. Im- 
mediately thereafter, he handed over the reins of power to Sir 
Neville Chamberlain and retired. 

Whither did this unprincipled, expedient policy of “Party first” 
and winning of elections “somehow” lead Britain? How much, in 
less than ten years, it cost Britain, and indeed, the world, 
because of the resultant scourge of Great War II, is recent history. 

This dismal chapter in the history of the “mother of demo- 
cracies" has an abiding lesson for all democratic nations, particu- 
larly to us in India, who pride ourselves as "the world's biggest 
democracy". 

Election was devised by the founding fathers of the democratic 
way of life as an instrument (a) to ensure just, fair and impartial 
administration, (b) to prevent State power and the administrative 
machinery becoming a monopoly or handmaid for self-aggrandise- 
ment and self-perpetuation in the hands of a despot or a coterie 
or even a Party, (c) as a periodical exercise to remove the crust 
and cobwebs and to eliminate weeds and pests, and (d) to mend 
or end inefficient or corrupt administration and ineffective or un- 
realistic policies and programmes. Election is thus essentially a 
mechanism intended to energise and strengthen a nation. 

Good means alone will lead to good ends. And even good 
ends will be vitiated by bad means. 

Satyam eva jayate: truth alone triumphs ; not obstreperous pro- 
paganda, or untruth, anritam. es 

In all humility, may we, in the name of God and the mother- 
land, appeal— 

To the Union Cabinet: 

Please govern with grit and grip or get out with grace: 
To the politicians: 

Please do not sacrifice, in the harum-scarum brawl of ensuring 

success at the hustings, the larger and long-term interests of the 

nation ; 
To the public: 

Please do not forget that virtuous motives, trammelled by in- 

ertia and timidity, cannot deliver the goods. 

All sons and daughters of Bharat Mata are the guarantors and 
trustees of the freedom, stability and unity of the nation. Aren't 
we all, in some way or other, guilty of dereliction of sacred duty? 


CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


LL aa AAA “ng. ja 


RE is no human institution 
but has its dangers. The greater 
the institution, the greater the chances 
of abuse. 

Democracy is a great institution 
and, therefore, it is liable to be great- 
ly abused. The remedy, therefore, is 
not avoidance of democracy, but re- 
duction of possibility of abuse to a 
minimum. 

The Government is what they, the 
people, make it. It is wholly wrong 
and undemocratic for individuals to 
take the law into their own hands. 

If every individual takes the law 
into his own hands, there is no State, 
it becomes anarchy, i.e. absence of so- 
cial law or State. That way lies des- 
truction of liberty. 

In democracy, the people can make 
or mar the Government. They can 
strengthen it or weaken it. Without 
discipline, they would be able to 
achieve nothing. 


The highest form of freedom 


Mahatma Gandhi 


Democracy 
y, 
Mobocracy 


carries with it the greatest measure of 
discipline and humility. Freedom that 
comes from discipline and humility 
cannot be denied, unbridled licence is 
a sign of vulgarity injurious alike to 
self and one’s neighbours. 

Democracy is an impossible thing 
until the power is shared by all, but 
let not democracy degenerate into mo- 
bocracy. 

Personally, I do not mind Govern: 
mental fury as I mind mob fury. The 
latter is a sign of national distemper 
and, therefore, more difficult to deal 
with than the former which is con- 
fined to a small corporation. 

It is easier to oust a Government 
that has rendered itself unfit to govern 
than it is to cure unknown people 
in a mob of their madness. 

Nothing is so easy as to train mobs, 
for the simple reason that they have 
no mind, no premeditation. They act 
in a frenzy. ‘They repent quickly. 
Non-cooperation I am using in order - 
to evolve democracy. 

We must train these masses of men 
who have a heart of gold, who feel 
for the country, who want to be 
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taught and led. But a few intelligent, 
sincere workers are needed, and the 
whole nation can be organised to act 
intelligently and democracy can be 
evolved out of mobocracy. 
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whether governmental or popular. 

In some respects, popular terrorism 
is more antagonistic to the growth of 
the democratic spirit than the govern- 
mental. For, the latter strengthens the 
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Real democracy people learn not 
from books, not from the government 
who are in name and in reality their 
servants. Hard experience is the most 
efficient teacher in democracy. 

In true democracy, every man and 
woman is taught to think for himself 
or herself. 

How this real revolution can be 
brought about I do not know, except 
that every reform like charity, must 
begin at home. 

Democracy requires that everyone, 
man or woman, should realize his or 
her responsibility. 

If any limb of the body ceases to 
function properly, the whole body be- 
comes slack. Similarly, the whole of 
India is one body and the individuals 
are its limbs. If one limb should be- 
come slack or useless, the whole body 
would suffer proportionately. 

Democracy must, in essence, there- 
fore, mean the art and science of 
mobilising the entire physical, econo- 
mic and spiritual resources of all the 
various sections of the people in the 
service of the common good of all. 

[Courtesy: Navajivan Trust] 
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The Rudras Mother, Daughter of the Vasus, 
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To folk who understand will 1 proclaim it—injure 
not Aditi, the Cow, the sinless. 
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The Philosophy of Cow Protection 


Mahatma Gandhi 


C OW protection is the dearest pos- 
session of the Hindu heart. No 
one who does not believe in cow pro- 
tection can possibly be a Hindu. It is 
a noble belief. Cow worship means to 
me worship of innocence. For me, the 
cow is the personification of inno- 
cence. Cow protection means the pro- 
tection of the weak and the helpless. 
As Professor Vaswani truly remarks, 
cow protection means brotherhood 
between man and beast. Tt is a noble 
sentiment that must grow by patient 
toil and tapasya. 

Cow protection to me is one of the 
most wonderful phenomena in human 
evolution. It takes the human being 
beyond his species. The cow to me 
means the entire sub-human world. 
Man through the cow is enjoined to 
realize his identity with all that lives. 
Why the cow was selected for apo- 


THE MEANING OF 
COW PROTECTION 


Cow protection to me is in- 
finitely more thau mere protect- 
ion of the cow. The cow is 
merely a type for all that lives. 
Cow protection means protect- 
tion of the weak, the helpless, 
the dumb and the deaf. Man 
becomes then not the lord and 
master of all creation but he is 
its servant. The cow to me is a 
sermon on pity. 


—Mahatma Gandhi 


in a letter dated 25-4-1925 
to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 


n————— 
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theosis is obvious to me. The cow was 
in India the best companion. She was 
the giver of plenty. Not only did she 
give milk but she also made agricul- 
ture possible. The cow is a poem of 
pity. One reads pity in the gentle 
animal. She is the mother to millions 
of Indian mankind. Protection of the 
cow means protection of the whole 
dumb creation of God. The ancient 
seer, whoever he was, began with the 
cow. The appeal of the lower order 
of creation is all the more forcible be- 
cause it is speechless. Cow protection 
is the gift of Hinduism to the world. 
And Hinduism will live so long as 


- there are Hindus to protect the cow. 


Our Rishis made the startling dis- 
covery, (and everyday I feel-more and 
more convinced of its truth) that 
sacred texts and inspired writings 
yield their truth only in proportion as 
one has advanced in the practice of 
Ahimsa and Truth. The greater the 
realization of Truth and Ahimsa the 
greater the illumination. These same 
Rishis declared that cow protection 
was the supreme duty of a Hindu and 
that its performance brought one 
moksha, i.e. salvation. Now I am not 
ready to believe that by merely pro- 
tecting the animal cow, one can at- 
tain moksha. For moksha one must 
completely get rid of one's lower feel- 
ings like attachment, hatred, anger, 
jealousy, etc. It follows, therefore, that 
the meaning of cow protection in 
terms of moksha must be much wider 
and far more comprehensive than is 
commonly supposed. The cow protec- 
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tion which can bring one moksha 
must, from its very nature, include the 
protection of everything that feels. 
Therefore, in my opinion, every little 
breach of the Ahimsa principle, like 
causing hurt by harsh speech to any 
one, man, woman Or child, to cause 
pain to the weakest and the most in- 
significant creature on earth would be 
a breach of the principle of cow pro- 
tection, would be tantamount fo the 
sin of beef-eating, differing from it in 
degree, if at all, rather than in kind. 

A Hindu who protects the cow 
should protect every animal. But tak- 
ing all things into consideration, we 
may not cavil at his protecting the 
cow because he fails to protect the 
other animals. The only question 
therefore to consider is whether he is 
right in protecting the cow. And he 
cannot be wrong in so doing if non- 
killing of animals generally may be 
regarded as a duty for one who be- 
lieves in Ahimsa. And every Hindu, 
and for that matter every man of re- 
ligion, does so. The duty of not kill- 
ing animals generally and therefore 
protecting them must be accepted as 
an indisputable fact. It is then so 
much to the credit of Hinduism that 
it has taken up cow protection as a 
duty. And he is a poor specimen of 
Hinduism who stops merely at cow 
protection when he can extend the 
arm of protection to other animals. 
The cow merely stands as a symbol, 
and protection of the cow is the least 
he is expected to undertake. 

The motive that actuates cow pro- 
tection is not ‘purely selfish’, though 
selfish consideration undoubtedly en- 
ters into it. If it was purely selfish, 
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THE COW AND WORSHIP 
OF GOD 


When I see a cow I do not 
see an animal to be eaten. It 
is for me a poem of pity. I 
worship it and I shall defend its 
worship against the whole world. 
God there is only one; but He 
enables me to see Him and wor- 


ship Him in stone, in an Eng- 
lishman, in a traitor if you will. 
For I shall not hate even 2 


traitor. My religion takes me 
to that length. 

—Mahatma Gandhi 

[From “The Implications of 


Non-violence” by 
Mahadev Desai] 


the cow would be killed as in other 
countries after it had ceased to give 
full use. The Hindus will not kill the 
cow even though she may be a heavy 
burden. The numberless goshalas that 
have been established by charitably- 
minded people for tending disabled 
and useless cows is in a Way an elo- 
quent testimony of the effort that is 
being made in the direction. Though 
they are today very poor institutions 
for the object to be achieved, the fact 
does not detract from the value of the 
motive behind the act. 

The philosophy of cow protection, 
therefore, is in my opinion sublime. 
It immediately puts the animal crea- 
tion on the same level with man so 
far as the right to live is concerned. 


CC-O. ji i igi 
C-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaah Kosha 


28 BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 


$0 6009, - 
IT COULD WEAR THIS PRICE TAG! 


.. YET PRICED UNDER Rs.50 


Here is a first-class highly dependable ® 
Agfa camera that ensures success from 


the first day, because you just point it at d Oy 


your subject and shoot—no calculations, 


no fussing. It takes 12 large (6x6cm.) 
photographs on '120' size rollfilm. Yours 
The internationally 


for Rs. 46.50 (local taxes extra). Get an 
Agfa Click Ill for lasting satisfaction. bl 


Available at reputable photo shops. 


Made In India by 
The New India Industries Ltd. Baroda. 


Sole Distributors: 


AGFA-GEVAERT INDIA LTD. Famous Camera For 
BOMBAY - NEW DELHI - CALCUTTA - MADRAS 12-Picture Economy 
CMA. 


CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


THE CHOICE 


genuine religious 
feeling 

or 

simple prejudice ? 
N. J. N. 


(T HATEVER one might think 

about the current agitation for 
a ban on cow slaughter, it need not 
necessarily be as sinister a movement 
as some people appear to believe. 
There is surely everything to be said 
for bringing this sort of thing out in- 
to the open and debating it with few 
holds barred. This is certainly pre- 
ferable to the surreptitious grumbling 
that usually goes on as a substitute 
for frank discussion. 

It does not help to reduce the con- 
troversy to a choice between beef steak 
on the one hand and a superstition 
on the other or to suggest that one 
community cannot reasonably be ask- 
ed to desist from eating something if 
it offends the religious susceptibilities 
of another. The point here is not that 
anything is being imposed on anyone 
but that all religions should be scru- 


TN e) 


The State shall endeavour to 
organise agriculture and ani- 
mal husbandry on modern and 
scientific lines and shall, in 
preserving and improving the 
breeds, and prohibiting the 
slaughter, of cows and calves 
and other milch and draught 
cattle. 


Article 48—Part IV.—Directive 
Principles of State Policy of the 
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


— MÀ ————— ———————— e 
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‘pulously respected as befits any mean- 


ingful concept of a secular society. 
In short, if the slaughter of cows is 
banned no religious harm is inflicted 
on the non-Hindu communities but 
the religious interests of the Hindu 
community are more effectively safe- 
guarded. : 


Familiar Argument 

Then there is the familiar argument 
against the ban on grounds of econo- 
mics—the need to improve the coun- 
try’s cattle population and earn fore- 
ign exchange through selective breed- 
ing and slaughter. This is often put 
forward with an air of devastating ex- 
pertise, much as though anything that 
promotes economic development is 
ipso facto a supreme virtue. Even if 
it is conceded that the anti-banners 
are "rational" and the banners ‘are 
irrational why must it be assumed that 
the so-called irrational is less desira- 
ble? Why must it also be assumed 
that in challenging the "rational pro- 
gressive" the irrational deteriorates 
from a genuine religious feeling to a 
simple prejudice? 

Those of us who do. not particularly 
wish to be "engaged" in this dispute 
are liable to be somewhat bewildered 
by the number of Hindus who oppose 
a ban for fear of being identified as 
non-progressive. However, irrationa- 
lity and progress so-called seem to 
matter little if an opinion or a super- 
Stition or a religious sentiment is 
shared by a sufficient number of 
people. To whom should we listen 
respectfully—a Hindu who demands a ~ 
ban on cow slaughter because he 
speaks as a Hindu or a Hindu who 
opposes the ban because he wishes to 
be thought "progressive"? 

[Courtesy: The Times of India] 
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THE SIK DARSANAS 


The Rational Quest for Philosophy 


and Discipline 


THE NYAYA DARSANA—the School of Logic 


HE Nyaya school is the main 
school of Indian logic. Nyaya 


means “method,” i.e., the various me- ' 


thods or types of knowing and veri- 
‘fying truth. It is also known as the 
science of proof (pramana sastra) ; 
as the science of reasoning and dis- 
cussion (tarka sastra); and as the 
science of research or discovery (an- 
vikshiki). 

Logical methods are necessary for 
all inquiries into truth—for natural 
sciences and for philosophical sciences 
like metaphysic, religion, ethics, aes- 
thetics, etc. This importance of logic 
is well emphasised by Hegel, a found- 
ing-father of modern Western philo- 
sophy (19th century): “If it is held 
a valuable achievement to have dis- 
covered sixty and odd species of par- 
rot, a hundred and thirty-seven spe- 
cies of veronica (shrub) and so forth, 
it should surely be held a far more 
valuable achievement to discover the 
forms of Reason." 

The main works of the Nyaya 
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school are the Nyaya Sutras of Go- 
tama (or Akshapada), its founder 
and systematiser (about 9th century 
B.C.), and the commentaries and ori- 
ginal treatises of Vatsyayana (3rd cen- 
tury A.D.), Udyotakara (7th cen- 
tury A.D.), Vachaspati (9th century), 
Udayana (10th century), Sivaditya 
(10th century), Gangesa (12th cen- 
tury), the founder of the Navya or 
Modern Nyaya, and many others. 

The Nyaya logicians classified four 
types of knowledge—perception, rea- 
soning or inference, knowledge by 
comparison, and knowledge from word 
or verbal statement: pratyaksha, anu- 
mana, upamana, and sabda. 


Perception 

The Nyaya analysis of perception 
is the same as in modern psychology 
and logic. Gotama defines perception 
as direct knowledge (saksat pratiti) 
arising from an appropriate sense- 
presentation of an object. He distin- 
guishes the first stage of the bare 
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sensation which is not yet “determin- 
ed” (avyavasaya), li.e. raw, un-verba- 
lised, un-identified experience, as Wil- 
liam James, the modern psychologist 
would say] and the quickly follow- 
ing next stage of its identification on 
the basis of past experience as a de- 
finite object, rose, ice, man, jar, etc. 
marked by some usual name, and a 
reference to the objective world to 
which it belongs. 

The Nyaya logicians recognised also 
the supersensory perception of distant 
objects,—yoga pratyaksha. 


Inference: Deduction 


Regarding reasoning, the Nyaya lo- 
gicians find, unlike the Charvakans, 
that it is a valid process of knowledge 
and extends knowledge beyond sense- 
perception, So, Gotama defines rea- 
soning as “passing from the perceived 
to the un-perceived, by means of some 
reason or relation.” 

The main type of reasoning is the 
syllogism. It has been stated in both 
Indian and Western Logic, in three 
propositions. These state the reason- 
and-its consequent (hetusadhya vya- 
pti), the subject of the inference (pak- 
sha), and the conclusion or deduc- 
tion (sadhya). The usual European 
example of reasoning is: 

All men are mortal 
Socrates is a man 
So Socrates is mortal. 

The usual Indian example, since 
the days of Gotama is: 

Where there is smoke, there is 
fire, as for instance in the kitchen 
room, 

This hill has smoke, 

So this hill has fire in it. 
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When such a reasoning has to be 
explained to others (parartha anu- 
mand) as in debates or discussions 
with others, it may be set out in de- 
tail, in five or more propositions. 


The Western and Indian Syllogism 


In Europe, the syllogism was first 
formulated in three propositions by 
Aristotle, the celebrated Greek mas- 
ter of philosophy and science of the 
4th century B.C. It is in fact known 
as the Aristotelian syllogism. The 
European syllogism does not give an 
example or instance (udaharana) to 
prove its first proposition (or pre- 
mise) about the reason. Secondly, the 
European logicians worked out, par- 
ticularly during the medieval period, 
many verbal forms of the syllogism. 

Noting this difference between the 
Indian and the Western studies of in- 
ference, Benedetto Croce, a leading 
modern philosopher and logician, 
writes: “This error (of verbalism) 
which appeared very early in our 
Western world, has spread during the 
centuries and yet dominates many 
minds. We say ‘our Western world’ 
because if Greece created and passed 
on a mixture of thoughts materialised 
in words, and of words become rigid 
in thoughts, another Logic is known 
which, as it seems, developed outside 
the influence of Greek thought, and 
remained immune from the formalist 
error. This is Indian Logic, which is 
notably anti-verbalist....Its object of 
study is knowledge considered as it is 
in itself." (Logic, pp. 583-5). 


Reason in Inference: Induction 


The foundation, and the back-bone, 
of all inference is the reason it em- 
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ploys, i.e. the general statement of the 
reason and its consequent or concomi- 
tant. 

How are such reliable general pro- 
positions (or universal laws) to be 
reached, discovered? This scientific 
method, the Inductive method or pro- 
cess, is analysed in the same way by 
both Indian and European logicians. 
John Stuart Mill of the 19th century 
briefly formulated them in European 
logic in his great work, Logic. 

The main steps of the Scientific Me- 
thod, as analysed by the classical 
Nyaya logicians, are (1) an extensive 
enumeration or survey of the main 

' facts or events in the chosen field of 
study, (2) observation of those which 
constantly appear together (anvaya) 
and disappear together (vyatireka 
sahacharya niyama), (3) observation 
of a good number of such instances 
(bhuyo darsana), (4) an extensive 
search for any contradictory or op- 
posite instances, (vyabhichara-agra- 
ha), (5) analysis of the common na- 
ture or essential link by which they 
appear and disappear together, or one 
precedes or follows the other, like 
cause and effect etc. (samanya lak- 
shana), (6) a precise definition of tbe 
manner of this relation (vyapti or 
“distribution” of terms as samavyapti, 
visama-vyapti, etc.), and (7) the veri- 
fication of such a general statement 
of law by application to furtber ex- 
perience. 

If the reasonings based on such a 
general law fail i.e. are disproved by 
further experience, the only remedy is 
still more research, a wider survey 
and deeper or further analyses of 
facts, by the methods of Inductive 
Logic. 
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Fallacies 

False inferences or fallacies are ana- 
lysed broadly into six or seven types: 
(1) errors due to wrong general laws, 
ie. wrong reasons (hetvabhasa), (2) 
unreal or non-existent subjects (pak- 


shabhasa), (3) deceitful and dubious: 


uses of words, i.e. quibbling (chala), 
(4) reasoning in a vicious circle 
(chakraka), (5) reasoning in infinite 
regréss (anavastha), (6) assuming the 
very conclusion to be proved (anyonya 
asraya), etc. 


Upamana and Sabda 


Besides Reasoning and Perception, 
the Nyaya logicians analysed a third 
type of knowledge, which they short- 
ly called analogy or upamana. It con- 
sists in the identification of an un- 
known object by the hint of an ana- 
logy given by an expert, out of his 
own knowledge. 

The fourth type of knowing is brie- 
fly named sabda or word, which pro- 
vides knowledge through verbal pro- 
positions of a reliable and knowledge- 
able person, an apta, sacred or secu- 
lar. A properly constructed sentence 
or proposition should carry our in- 
terest or “expectancy” forward (akan- 
ksha) ; possess coherence of meaning 
or thought (yogyata); place the 
words in their near positions (sanni- 
dhi); convey the full meaning (tat- 
parya) ; and take note of its context, 
i.e., the other sentences in whose midst 
it is used .(prakarana). 


The Criterion of Truth 

In regard to all types of knowledge, 
the most important question is its test 
of truth, its truth-criterion. The pur- 
pose of all knowledge is to represent 
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truth, i.e. objects as they are in rea- 


lity (tadvati tat prakaraka). How is 
this to be determined or discovered? 
Even sense-perceptions go wrong, 
prove to be false illusions. With our 
eyes open, and wide awake, we may 
see a snake in a mere rope, or palms 
and pools of water (oases) in a sandy 
desert. So, ‘the Nyaya logicians urge 
that the final test of truth is not even 
sense-experience by itself, but the 
practical working of the given know- 
ledge, its efficiency or ability to guide 
life safely or successfully (pravritti 
samarthya). So, in the above in- 
stances,—if the perception of an oasis 
leads a traveller deeper into a sandy 
"desert without water, then the percep- 
tion is obviously an illusion, error. If 
the perception of a snake leads to an 
unmoving coil even when prodded 
with a stick or stone, and not to an 
angry hissing hood, then obviously the 
perception of the snake is an illusion, 
error. 

And so it is in the case of all other 
judgments of knowledge. The final 
test is pragmatic, i.e., how knowledge 
works,—how it steers life in its course, 
successfully or unsuccessfully. 


Fusion of Nyaya and Vaiseshika 

The Nyaya logicians did not con- 
fine themselves to Logic. Since they 
studied the nature of knowledge as 
means to truth and facts, they claim- 
ed also to be philosophers of reality, 
of tattva sastra. In their quest as phi- 
losophers, they found themselves in 
agreement with the atomistic Vaise- 
shika school. So the two schools mer- 
ged, as samana-tantra, parallel in their 
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doctrines, and came to be expounded 
together in the same works, since at 
least the 10th century A.D. 


Cause-effect Relation 

Being logicians, the Nyaya thinkers 
explained also the objective world on 
the principle of logic, that everything 
which is distinct in knowledge is also 
separated in reality. They presumed 
that since intellectual concepts are 
rigid, their objects in reality are also 
rigid and exclusive of each other. So, 
if cause and effect are distinct con- 
cepts in knowledge, they are also dis- 
tinct in real existence. Arguing in this 
way (the conceptualist, logistic or in- 
tellectualist way), the Nyaya thinkers 
go so far as to say that there is prior 
negation of the effect, in the cause! 
So they define the effect (in the stiff 
but precise language of the academi- 
cians) as "the counter-entity of its 
antecedent negation". It has no link 
with the cause, and is an independent 
new creation (arambha). 


The  Vedanta philosophers and 
others strongly criticise this view, and 
point out that, though it may be cor- 
rect according to the Logic of intellect 
or concept, another mode of knowing 
exists and has to be recognised, which 
apprehends the flow and inherent re- 
lationships of real things. 


Value of Nyaya 

However, the Nyaya logicians built 
up a great intellectual discipline, mar- 
ked by subtle analyses and precision 
of expression. It requires today a study 
of many years even in the traditional 
Samskrit schools in India. 


[Next issue: Vaiseshika Darsana] 
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DOES FALLING HAIR BOTHER YOU? 


{STOP IT 


ACCEPT THIS 


UNIQUE OFFER 


“PAY ONLY IF CONVINCED ” 
THOUSANDS CANNOT BE WRONG 


You are perhaps one of the many 
frustrated individuals who have 
given up hopes of owning a head 
full of healthy, glossy hair. It 
should not be difficult, provided 
you know how. A little hair care 
every day with the right product 
can prove to be highly beneficial. 
Rich luxuriant growth of hair does 
not come by wishing. Act now, 
use EPDO. 

EPDO is a product of long, patient 
ayurvedic research by Popular 
Drugs Co., Bombay, evolved with 
the idea of benefiting millions and 
it has already shown its quality 
and utility in countless instances. 
THESE USERS CANNOT BE 
WRONG. 

EPDO is harmless (contains only 
choice natural herbs and oils, 
known to induce growth factor), 
has the strength of purpose to 
penetrate deep down íhe hair roots 
and supply them with lost essen- 
tials; giving life and substance to 
them. 

Falling hair. premature greving, 
thinning of hair and such other 
complaints can be overcome by a 
systematic hair care. EPDO is 


highly recommended in such cases. 
Give Pleasantly Perfumed EPDO 
a TRY TODAY AND FEEL THE 
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MARKED IMPROVEMENT IN 


JUST A FEW DAYS. Your 
friends and acquaintances wili 
have encouraging things to say 


about your hair. To convince 
yourself avail of the “PAY ONLY 
JF CONVINCED SCHEME" as 
follows:— 

All you do is to send your order 
to Messrs, Beliram Chimanlal & 
Co., 308 Frincess Street, Bombay 
2, requesting them to send you by 
V.P.P. one box of full size EPDO 
(CONC) Hair Oil plus FREE 
SAMPLE BOTTLE which will 
Jast for 8 days. First use the free 
sample bottle and, when you are 
completely satisfied, you may 
open fhe box containing the full 
size EPDO for use. If, in case 
after using the sample boftle you 
feel unsatisfied, you are at liberty 
to return the box of full size 
EPDO UNOPENED. 

Orders will be executed by V.P.P. 
to any part of India. The cost 
will be Rs. 11.30 (Rs. 9.00 for 
EPDO plus Rs. 2.30 fer packing, 
postage). 

All orders by post will be executed 
only by the sole distributors: 
M/s. Beliram Chimanlal & Co. 
(Dept. B/J) 308. Princess Street, 
Post Box No. 2190, Bombay-2. 
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KRISHNAVATARA 


The Righteous War 


THE BOOK OF SATYABHAAMA 


PART V 


CHAPTER 21 


‘Rohini Wants 


HEN the bear-king and the eld- 
ers left the place, the bear- 
people dispersed. Some of them, 
however, looked back and cast a mal- 
evolent glance at the three strangers. 
Krishna and his companions were 
left free only in name, for the guards 
with their bears stood at a little dis- 
tance, ready to follow them wherever 
they went. 

Krishna and his companions left 
the place when Satyaa recovered con- 
sciousness. She dragged herself, sup- 
ported by Krishna. 

As if taking a round of the plateau, 
they took the path leading to the tun- 
nel through which they had come, 
only to find that several bear-men 
with their bears had camped in front 
of its mouth. 

When they were on their way back 
to their cave, they stood on the edge 
of the plateau overhanging the val- 
ley. Krishna’s eyes swept the terrain 
in search of a way-out. : 

“There is no way out of this pla- 
teau except through the sacred cave, 
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to Enter Fire 


but that is now barred,’ said Saatyaki, 
guessing what Krishna was thinking 
of. ‘In spite of his apparent friendli- 
ness, Jambavat has taken all precau- 
tions against our escaping from here.’ 

Saatyaki continued: “When you are 
installed as the holy man and married 
to Rohini, their suspicion will be al- 
layed. Then we can escape by the 
sacred cave.’ 

‘We may not be alive by then,’ 
said Krishna. ‘If we cannot go out 
by the way of the sacred cave, we 
will go up there and find a way to the 
valley,’ added Krishna, pointing to 
the peak. 

‘But that is where the terrible Black 
God lives. We dare not go that way,” 
said Satyaa. 

‘Well,’ replied Krishna. ‘If we have 
to escape that way, we will have to 
face the Black God, howsoever terri- 
ble he might be.’ 

‘Would there be a path to go down 
to the valley from there?’ asked Saat- 
yaki. 
‘There must be, or we shall make 
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one; said Krishna. “Let us go to our 
cave and take rest, for we may have 
stormy days ahead of us, he added, 
his eyes looking at the peak. 

As the sun was setting, they heard 
the bird-notes of Rohini; they had a 
joyous ring. Krishna guessed that 
she had heard the conversation be- 
tween him and her father and was 
inviting him to accept her. He took 
his fiute and played a harsh, angry 
note. Rohini responded by a piteous 
note, which was cut off abruptly. 

As she lay down to sleep, tears 
continued to well up in Satyaa’s eyes. 
The three of them would be offered 
to the Black God: that would be 
the end of all her dreams. She had 
tried to be a hero’s wife, but in the 
strange predicament in which they 
were placed there was no. scope for 
heroism. 

Uri sat near Satyaa; she knew that 
her mistress was unhappy. Mini, the 
kitten, walked up to Krishna and lay 
on the ground near him. 


‘Mini is madly in love with you. 


lord, said Satyaa. 

'| wish all of you were like Mini. 
See how it comes to sleep near me, 
never worried as to what its fate 
would be the next moment, said 
Krishna, trying to lift the gloom in 
which Satyaa and Saatyaki were en- 
veloped. He lifted Mini by its loose 
skin and flung it to Satyaa. She caught 
it and placed it near her. It immedi- 
ately began to purr, slowly sniffed 
its way back to Krishna and lay down 
near him. 

Didn't I tell you, asked Krishna, 
#hat it has passed on all its worries 
to me and is going to sleep happily?' 
Everyone laughed. 
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“Lord, you want us to be like Mini 
—all of us?' asked Satyaa. “Then 
you would be doing nothing but rub- 
bing our backs. 

“Try, if you can, said Krishna and 
laughed. Then he added: ‘Now go 
to sleep.” 

In the morning they had a dip in 
the stream and performed the rituals. 
On their return to the cave, they 
held a council of war. 

Satyaa was making a superhuman 
effort to be a hero's wife. Anyhow 
the lord should live; his life now 
hung on his accepting Rohini as a 
wife. Ultimately she summoned up 
courage to say: “Lord, listen to me 
for a moment. It is true, as you said 
last night, that I have not the devo- 
tion of Mini.’ She could not help 


replying to the remark of Krishna” 


made the previous night about the 
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kitten’s devotion to him. “We all 
offer you whatever we can. But, once 
.in a while you must listen to our re- 
quest. You must accept the king's 
decision." 

‘ʻI know, Satyaa, that if I don't 
accept his decision, all of us will be 
thrown to the monster, whatever it 
is, said Krishna in a very affectionate 
tone, conveying his appreciation of 
her devotion. 

‘If you decline to marry Rohini, 
they will throw her into the fire,’ said 
Satyua, looking down with her head 
bent to conceal the ‘anguish which 
was reflected in her face. In a shaky 
voice, she added: ‘And if you marry 
the king's daughter, they will never 
kill you.” 


I want to enter fire, said 
Rohini and moved towards 
the altar. 
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‘Listen, . Saatyaki, said Krishna. 
‘Both of you and I are pledged to 
bring back the  Syamantaka to 


,Dwarka. We have to take it with us 


or perish in the attempt, Black God 
or no Black God.’ 

‘How would you do it, 
asked Saatyaki. : 

‘I don’t see light now,’ said Krish- 
na. ‘I will see it when the situation 
develops tomorrow.’ 

For a long time they sat silently. 
Then Krishna said decisively: ‘I am 
very clear in my mind: if we go back 
at all, it will be three of us and with 
the Syamantaka' 

One of the elders who was with 
the bear-king the previous day, came 
to invite them to the,royal cave. 


lord?’ 


88 

“Put on a happy face, both of 
you,’ said Krishna. “Don't look mise- 
rable. And Satyaa, don't shed tears 
nor go into hysterics or faint, what- 
ever happens,’ added Krishna. “We 
are all now one, including this wret- 
ched cat of yours and its nasty kit- 
ten which does not leave me for a 
moment.’ He handed Mini to Satyaa. 

When they reached the royal cave, 
the bear-king was seated on his stone 
seat, his face stern and unforgiving, 
so different from the kindly air with 
which he had talked to Krishna the 
day he met him first. The six elders 
were with him. Most of the bear- 
people squatted at a little distance in 
a semicircle. 

'The bear-king asked them to sit 
down, which they did after offering 
salutations. 

For a time the bear-king closed his 
eyes. Every one silently gazed at 
him. Then he began to shake his head 
as if he was possessed by the Black 
God; he was making a tremendous 
effort to come to an ugly decision. 
Then he opened his eyes, which had 
grown red, and fixed his gaze at 
Krishna. 

He spoke as if he was speaking in 
a trance: ‘Stranger, have you under- 
stood the immutable commands of 
the Ever-mighty?' 

Krishna could not understand the 
change of mood that had overtaken 
the bear-king, but with a sweet smile, 
replied: “Yes, noble king.” 

The bear-king translated his ques- 
tion and the answer of Krishna in 
their tongue, so that the people 
might hear. 

“You have killed Samba, our holy 
man. You have, therefore, to be pro- 
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claimed the holy man,’ said the bear- 
king as: if laying down the law. “Then, 
three days hence, we will take you 
to the Ever-mighty, Ever-fearsome, 
Black God. You can offer worship 
to him. If he approves of you, you 
will be accepted as his favourite son. 
Do you understand?” 

‘I do, replied Krishna in an equal- 
ly decisive manner. 

*You accept the commands of the 
Ever-mighty?’ < 

‘Yes,’ replied Krishna. 

‘Having killed Samba, you have to 
make Rohini your wife; that is Ever- 
mighty’s ordinance,’ said the bear- 
king in a low, reverential tone. 

‘But is she willing? Have you as- 
certained what she has to say about 
it?” asked Krishna. 

‘She has no choice. The ordinances 
of the Ever-mighty are explicit,’ said 
the bear-king. His voice showed that 
he was maintaining a detached at- 
titude with great difficulty. ‘If you 
don’t marry her, she will be sacri- 
ficed at the altar this evening,’ he ad- 
ded, pointing to the community altar. 

Satyaa suppressed a sob. 

‘What about the Syamantaka?’ ask- 
ed Krishna. 

‘We are the guardians of the magic 
jewel. It was part of our sacred cave. 
Satrajit took it, for his god, Surya, 
gave it to him. When he took it 
away, he pledged that he would wor- 
ship it every time the Moon-bride 
came to the bed of the Ever-mighty. 
We shall seek the guidance of the 
Ever-mighty.as to what we should do 
about it,’ said the bear-king. 

The bear-king and his advisers dis- 
cussed the matter in their own lan- 
guage for some time. 
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“Now you can go to your cave,’ 
commanded the bear-king. ‘We shall 
meet at the altar in the afternoon. 
The ordinances will be fulfilled in 
the evening.’ 

Krishna and his companions went 
back to their cave in a grim mood. 

Soon after the sun passed the meri- 
dian, the community gathered at the 
altar and Jambavat sent for Krishna 
and his companions. 

When they came to the communi- 
ty altar, they were invited to join the 
community at the meal and partook 
of the decoction. The bear-people 
chattered and shouted to their heart’s 
content—all except the bear-king who 
remained stern and silent. 

Then, at the command of the bear- 
king, four bear-men brought a big 
bear’s skin with its head still attach- 
ed to it, which the holy man Samba 
used to wear, and ceremoniously 
dressed Krishna in it. 

The ceremonies began; the women 
burst into songs in a raucous voice; 
the men invoked the Ever-mighty. 

The bear-king then applied the 
ashes from the altar to Krishna’s 
face and invoked: "The Ever-mighty, 
Ever-fearsome, Black God, protect 
us, your bear-people. Please accept 
the son of Vasudeva as your favouri- 
te son. The bear-people will present 
him to you on the fourth day for 
your approval." 

Krishna could not help shudder- 
ing, as his face was besmeared with 
the ashes from the altar in which 
animals were roasted and men had 
been burnt. ; | 

The bear-king then placed a neck- 
lace of bear's tecth at Krishna's neck 
amidst the joyous ‘shouts of the 
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community. 

‘Swear by the Ever-mighty, Ever- 
fearsome, Black God that you shall 
obey his commands, the bear-king 
pronounced the formula. 

After Krishna had repeated the 
formula in token of acceptance, the 
bear-king invited Krishna to sit on 
the seat of the holy man. Then he 
issued orders, in response to which 
four bear-women brought the bird- 
girl, dressed from head to foot in a 
bear-skin. She came forward hesi- 
tantly, unwillingly, shuddering at the 
fate which awaited her. 

The bear-king stood up, chanted 
some benediction and requested 
Krishna to stand. Then he spoke: 
‘Holy man of the bear-world, cho- 
sen as the favourite son of the Ever- 
mighty, Ever-fearsome, Black God, 
do you accept this young woman, 
Rohini, the daughter of Jambavat, as 
your wife?’ 

I am the holy man, as you say,’ 
Krishna replied. ‘I have decided that 
she should not be married to me.’ 

The bear-king was wroth, his eyes 
were threatening. ‘The holy man does 
not decide anything till he is confirm- 
ed by the Ever-mighty,’ he said. His 
voice was firm and irresistible. “His 
ordinances declare that a man who 
kills another shall have to marry the 
woman to whom the dead man was 
pledged. No one has dared to defy 
them. If you refuse to marry Rohini, 
pledged at birth to Samba whom you 
have killed, she as his inauspicious 
limb will have to be offered to the 
Ever-mighty at this altar here and 
now.’ 

The ultimatum was received with 
vociferous shouts from the bear- 
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people gathered there. “May the Ever- 
mighty, Ever-fearsome, Black God 
protect his bear-people.’ 


After. silence was restored, Krishna 
said: ‘I don't want to depart from 
the ordinances of the Ever-mighty, 
but he would not sanction a marriage 
which I disapprove and which she 
also disapproves.’ 


Jambavat raised his hand and invok- 
ed the Ever-mighty to give his com- 


mands. All the others joined in the 
invocation. 
Then the bear-king turned to 


Krishna and sternly put it to him: 
‘I ask you once for all: Do you ac- 
cept this young woman or must she 
be offered as a sacrifice to the Ever- 
mighty, Ever-fearsome, Black God at 
the sacred altar? 


Krishna looked at the bird-girl. 
Her girlish face was woe-begone. 
Her eyes reflected terror. As she fur- 
tively looked at the fire in the altar, 
tears streamed down her cheeks. 


'The bear-men continued to howl: 
“Throw her into the fire, throw her 
into the fire." 


After quiet was restored, the bear- 
king demanded of Krishna: ‘Holy 
man, what is your decision? Would 
you marry this girl, daughter of Jam- 
bavat or not? 
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Rohini, overpowered with terror, 
would have fallen to the ground, had 
not the women surrounding her held 


' her. An elderly woman slapped her 


on the 
fainting. 


back to prevent her from 


Satyaa gave to Rohini the decoc- 
tion in a clay vessel, which she took. 


When she saw who was giving 
her the drink, the bird-girl patheti- 
cally muttered: “You are so good, 
stranger, and clung to Satyaa, sob- 
bing. 

When she revived a little, Rohini 
replied to her father in a voice chok- 
ing with fright: ‘Father, please con- 
sign me to the sacred altar. I don't 
want to marry this stranger.’ She 
looked piteously at her father. 


Krishna saw how the young woman 
—almost a girl—felt. She was not 
willing to marry him. He .had reject- 
ed her offer on the festival day ; she 


also knew that he was forced to ac- - 


cept her, as his wife. 


‘What! shouted the bear-king in a 
threatening voice. 


In spite of being in great distress, 
her voice choking and lips trembling, 
Rohini said: 'I want to enter fire,” 
and moved towards the altar. 


[To be continued} 


Every man is to be respected as an absolute end in himself; and it 
is a crime against the dignity that belongs to him as a human being, 
to use him as a mere means for some external purpose. 
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—Immanuel Kant 


S. Y. Agnon shares with 
Nelly Sachs, this year's 
Nobel Prize for literature. 
Agnon is an Israeli writer 
of whom Edmund Wilson 
wrote in 1954 as “a man of 
unquestionable genius” and 
as the “foremost living 
Hebrew writer.” Born in 
Galacia, now partly in 
Poland and partly in Soviet 
Ukraine, he lives in Jeru- 

salem. His writings fill 12 
volumes in Hebrew and he 
continues to write at 77. His 
works have been translated 
in 16 languages. Recently- 
Gollancz have published his 
“Two Tales” in English. 
y j —Ed. 


David Patterson 
The Art of 


5- Y. AGNON 


Nobel Laureate 


OR a writer to be regarded as a 

“classic” within his own life-time 
is a sure sign of a rare and distinguish- 
ed talent. But the achievement of 
Shmuel Yosef Agnon is even more re- 
markable. 


For more than a generation he has 
been something of a legend, and at 
seventy-seven his creative powers con- 
tinue unabated, not only in, the pro- 
duction of new stories, but in the re- 
working of copious material as yet 
unpublished. 


For the Hebrew reading public each 
new publication spells surprise and de- 
light; every line is scrutinized and 
avidly debated in the hope that it will 
furnish one more clue towards a ful- 
ler understanding of his enigmatic 
personality. 


Agnon’s status is unique. He has 
founded no school of writers, nor has 
he attracted imitators, in spite of the 
immense popularity of his voluminous 
writings. He remains unquestionably 
the outstanding figure in contem- 
porary Hebrew literature, a writer of 
world stature, although little known 
beyond the confines of Hebrew-read- 
ing circles, due to the extraordinary 
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difficulty of translating his work con- 
vincingly. 

The problem stems primarily from 
bis style, which is at once distinctive 
and immediately recognizable, and yet 
firmly grounded in the traditional 
strata of Hebrew literature, and as 
such highly reminiscent and sugges- 
tive. The writing is Mishnaic and 
Midrashic, and yet unmistakably cha- 
racteristic. : 


The first impressions of apparent 
simplicity soon give way to a realiza- 
tion of the overtones, references and 
allusions, arising from the author's 
complete familiarity with the whole 
vast corpus of Hebrew literature. The 
ancient vocabulary of Hebrew is pre- 
gnant with associations of all kinds, 
and the skilful juxtaposition of words 


- 
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and phrases can be made to yield 
a variety of nuances. 

Linguistically, as well as themati- 
cally, Agnon's writings can be read 
at different levels. For the unsophisti- 
cated reader much of his work con- 
sists of simple and appealing stories 
and folktales, delightfully unfolded. 
The more perceptive reader will) gra- 
dually become aware of an increasing- 
ly disturbing significance and depth, 
which reveal a quality of an entirely 
different order, a quality which suffu- 
ses his work with a subtle colouring 
most difficult to imitaté. 


The charm exerted by  Agnon's 
stories on two generations of readers 
stems partly from the nature of his 
subject-matter. Many of his tales are 
rooted in childhood reminiscence of 
his native Galicia. The spiritual depth 
and richness of Jewish life in Eastern 


Europe, with all its wealth of folklore 


and religious tradition, its warmth of 
human relationships, its piety, simpli- 
city and respect for learning, provide 
the background for a good deal of his 
work. An element of wistfulness and 
nostalgia for a world gone by per- 
vades the stories, although they are 
far from appearing old-fashioned or 
merely quaint. Other stories again, 
more realistic in flavour, depict the 
life of the early settlers in the Land 
of Israel in the first decades of this 
century, or the decline of Jewish life 
in Europe following the ravages of 
the First World War. Both groups of 
Stories, nostalgic and realistic, have 
picaresque and even epic elements. 
Many of them are painted on a broad 
canvas with a wide sweep, and are 
characterized by a rich variety of epi- 
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sodes, presenting a kaleidoscopic view 
of many aspects of Jewish life. It is 
little wonder that thematically their 
appeal to the emotions of the Hebrew 
reader has proved so powerful. The 
longing for origins and roots is a na- 
tural feeling among Israels largely 
immigrant population, and Agnon's 
stories help to furnish a sorely needed 
sense of continuity. 

But there is a further aspect of 
Agnon's work which provides a clear 
explanation of his popularity. In spite 
of his obsession with the past, Agnon 
is more authentically in tune with the 
present than any of his fellow writers 
in contemporary Hebrew literature. 
Particularly during the last three de- 
cades—although his earlier work dis- 
plays like tendencies—Agnon's stories 
have been infused with a feeling of 
nightmare, a grotesque and semi-ma- 
gical atmosphere of mystery and 
enigma. His works reflect the anxie- 
ties of our age of transition, in which 
division among the instructed has nul- 
lified authority and led to widespread 
loss of faith. Religion, science, medi- 
cine, politics, provide neither guidance 
nor solace. Man's spirit is sick, society 
is suffering from a nervous break- 
down. Violence and brutality reflect 
the disintegration of established order. 
The problem facing modern men is 
how to live in a society which is no 
longer supported by tradition. The 
acute crisis of faith gives rise to a 
sense of insecurity and guilt, to an 
obsession with death. 

Serious literature, which serves as 
a sounding board for the mental and 
spiritual stresses of the age, expresses 
its anxieties in terror dreams. Where 
the fears are not expressed directly, 
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it resorts to symbolic or allegorical 
forms. The result is frequently a kind 
of fairy tale, in which the individu" 
predicament is made to represent the 
predicament of all mankind, and the 
reader invited to identify himself with: 
a situation which might just as easily 
apply to himself. 

The extraordinary influence of 
Kafka, for example, or the remark- 
able rise of existentialist ideas are no 
more literary quirks. They provide the 
clearest illustration of the modern 
writer's attitude to his experience. Nor 
is it surprising that one of the pre- 
vailing symbols in modern literature 
is shabbiness, squalor and ineffectua- 
lity—the mark of a world that has 
seen better days. 

The longing for the better days, for 
a society infused with simple piety, 
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kindliness and faith, for a generation 
which possessed real strength and the 
ability to act in a meaningful way, 
constitutes" a frequently recurring 
theme in Agnon’s stories. 

Whereas in former times pious men 
could bring the dead to life, today 
even the living are dead. The har- 
mony of life has disappeared. Hence 
the fruitless hunt in "/ddo and 
'Eynam* for the lost harmonious lan- 
guage of mankind. Hence the frequent 
: resort to symbolism in. the shape of 
missing letters, mislaid Keys, books 
that have been burned or stolen, and 
houses abandoned by their inhabitants. 

Time and again the enigmatic 
themes indicate loss of innocence, 
spiritual confusion and the impotent 
urge to restore some remnants of the 
past before all is lost. 

And in resorting to the poetic de- 
vices of implication, metaphor and 
symbol to clothe his ideas, the author 
has wisely selected the language of the 
Midrash, which itself is a poetry. 

The preoccupation with the gene- 
ral feeling of disintegration and spiri- 
tual decay, and the resort to dream- 
like, nightmare fantasy and symbol 
places Agnon firmly in the main- 
stream of modern literature. But his 
originality resides in his specific re- 
ference to the problem in terms of 
Jewish heritage and tradition’ The 
general malaise is common to huma- 
nity, but the detailed application is in 
Jewish terms. This very concentration 
on the spiritual area where his know- 
ledge and experience are so intimate 
and deep lends a particular strength 


* A. long short-story of Agnon. 
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and'efficacy to his stories. The wider 
context of decline and disintegration 
is pinpointed.in the traumatic experi- 
ence of the Jew. Changing times have 
whittled away his strength. In his en- 
counter with the world, the universe 
and God he is adrift and helpless. 
Beneath the misty, dreamlike surface 
of many of his stories, where the fixa- 
tives of time and place dissolve and 
lose cohesion, despair, tragedy and 
death lurk in dark ambush and re- 
flect a pessimism of disturbing depth. 
One positive element alone remains 
constant—Jerusalem herself, which in 
Agnon's stories is endowed with a 
personality of her own, and becomes 
a symbol for all that is meaningtui 
and permanent and harmonious in 
life. 

[Courtesy: Ariel) 
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Practical steps 
to acquire 


Good Habits 


LEE LA LA AA SA ses 


William James 


T HE great thing in all education is 
to make our nervous system our 
ally instead of our enemy. It is to 
fund .and capitalise our acquisitions, 
and live at ease upon the interest of 
the fund. 

For this we must make automatic 
and habitual as early as possible, as 
many useful actions as we can. 

The first maxim in the acquisition 
of a new habit, or the leaving off of 
an old one, is that we must take care 
to launch ourselves with as strong and 
decided an initiative as possible. 


Accumulate all the possible circum- 
stances which shall re-inforce the 
right motives ; put yourself assiduous- 
ly in conditions that encourage the 
new way; make engagements incom- 
patible with the old; take a public 
pledge, if the case allows: in short, 
envelop your resolution with every 
aid you know. 

The second maxim is: Never 
suffer an exception to occur till the 
new habit is surely rooted in your 
life. Each lapse is like the letting fall 
of a ball of string which one is care- 
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fully winding up; a single slip undoes 
more than a great many turns will 
wind again. i 

Continuity of training is the great 
means of making the nervous system 
act infallibly right. 

The question of ‘tapering off in 
abandoning such habits as drink and 
opium indulgence, comes in here, and 
is a question about which experts 
differ within certain limits. 


In the main, however, all expert 
opinion would agree that abrupt ac- 
quisition of a new habit is the best 
way, if there be a real possibility of 
carrying it out. 


Provided one can stand it, a sharp 
period of suffering, and then a free 
time, is the best thing to aim at. 


It is surprising how soon a desire 
will die of inanition if it be never fed! 


A third maxim may be added: Seize 
the very first opportunity to act on 
every resolution you make, and on 
every emotional prompting you may 
experience in the direction of the ha- 
bits you aspire to gain. It is not in the 
moment of their forming but in the 
moment of their producing motor 
effects that resolves and aspirations 
communicate the new ‘set’ to the 
brain. : 


No matter how full a reservoir of 
maxims one may possess, if one has 
not taken advantage of every concrete 
Opportunity to act, one's character 
may remain entirely unaffected for 
the better. With mere good intentions 


hell is proverbially paved. 

As a final practical mazim we may 
offer: Keep the faculty of effort alive 
in you by a little gratuitous exercise 
every day. Be systematically ascetic 
or heroic in little unnecessary points. 
Asceticism of this sort is like the in- 
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surance which a man pays on his 
house and goods. The tax does him 
no good at the time, and possibly may 
never bring him a return. But if fire 
-does come his having paid it will be 
his salvation from ruin. So with the 
man who has daily inured himself to 
habits of concentrated attention, ener- 
getic volition, and self-denial. He will 
stand like a tower when everything 
rocks around him, and when his softer 
fellow-mortals are winnowed like 
chaff in the blast. 
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Dr. S. RADHAKRISHNAN, President of India, has kindly agreed to inaugurate 
the Colloquium. 


Dr. ZAKIR HUSAIN, Vice-President of India, will preside over the Conclud- 
ing Session. 


The purpose of the Colloquium : 


Till 1947, we were united in achieving freedom. On August 15, 1947, 
when Britain transferred power to India, we were inspired by memories of 
our ageless heritage and our common ideals, sanctified by our culture, customs 
and traditions and further cemented by the sufferings and sacrifices commonly 
and cheerfully shared in the crusade for Swaraj. 


The first five years of the post-freedom era was a period of solid achieve- 
ments, pregnant with promising prospects; the swift integration of “princely” 
India comprising of 562 States covering about half of our territory and 
over 80 million people; the successful surmounting of the stupendous 
problems of migration of some 10 million people and their rehabilitation; the 
framing and adoption of a democratic Constitution. i 


All this was possible because of the purposive all-India outlook, the spirit 
of oneness and the sense of mission which characterised all our activities. 


We now seem to be fast losing this perspective. 


_ Centrifugal rd. ang group-sentiments have been sedulously at work 
in our country during the recent years impairing our unity E 

= mines airing a 
ing our robust nationalism. : y and submerg 
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We are trying to build up so-called regional cultures forgetting that they 
are but local versions of the one basic Indian culture. 


- Even a secessionist outlook is discernible in certain regions. 


All this has resulted in the larger and long-term interests of the country 
being neglected, if not forgotten, for small transient regional gains of doubtful 
value. 


We recaptured the spirit of sacrifice and national unity in a measure when 
our territorial integrity was threatened in October 1962 and again in September 
1965. Such unity and all-India outlook shouid not be occasional; they must 
not be an upsurge only in times of threat to our national security. 


Within just two decades of Gandhiji’s martyrdom, we have forgotten his 
insistence that Satya and Ahimsa should be the twin foundations of our private 
and public life. 


The youth of the land are being denied the inspiration and. guidance 
provided in our great sacred texts and by the pioneers of Indian Renaissance 
like Ram Mohun Roy, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Swami Vivekananda, 
Swami Rama Tirtha, Sri Aurobindo, Ramalinga Swami, Ramana Maha- 


rishi, Gandhiji and others. 


This Colloquium is intended to draw attention to this danger and to devise 


ways and means to surmount it. 


Sections of the Colloquium 


Ethical and Spiritual Values, 
Religion and Secularism, 

Group Consciousness and Social 
Order, 

The Woman, the Home and Sane Sex 
- Order, 

Literature and Fine Arts, 
Journalism, Advertising and T.V., 
Motion Pictures, 

Science and Technology, 


Education and Youth, 

Sanskrit and National Unity, 

Agriculture and Rural Development, 

Economic Order, Industrialisation 
and Urbanisation, 

Employer-Employee Relation, 

Legislator and Judiciary, 

Power and Morality, Leadership, 

Politics and Administration, 

The World and India, 


National Integration. 


Further particulars as also details of enrolment of delegates, members 
of Reception Committee etc. can be had from the Hon. Secretary, All-India 
Colloquium on Ethical and Spiritual Values as the Basis of National Inte- 
gration, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Chowpatty Road, Bombay-7. 


K. M. MUNSHI 
Chairman 


R. R. DIWAKAR 


SWAMI RANGANATHANANDA 


Co-Chairmen 
Organizing Committee. 
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K. M. MUNSHI 
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Translated by H. M. Patel, I.C.S. (Retd.) 


26. SARVAGNA INTERVENES 


(8 ANG SARVAGNA sat down 
to meditate, but he was unable 
to dissociate his mind as usual from 
his surroundings. He found it difficult 
to control his mind and his thoughts. 
The thought of Hammir's impending 
attack kept worrying him. He also 
felt as if wailing Chaula was calling 
out to him that she was being violated, 
that she who was completely devoted 
to Lord Shiva, was being subjected to 
inhuman torture. 

Sarvagna could not concentrate as 
usual. He gave up his attempt to me- 
ditate and stood up. He looked all 
round himself as if to sense the source 
of the trouble, like a trapped deer 
looking for its hunter. 

He then went straight towards the 
residence of the dancers. One or two 
disciples who were standing nearby, 
were astonished to see Gurudev him- 
self go past the temple at such a speed, 
but that aroused no curiosity in their 
faithful hearts. 


Sarvagna went to Gangaa's house. 
On seeing her door bolted from 
the outside, he was about to 
turn back when he heard the sound 
of Gangaa crying inside. He imme- 
diately unbolted the door and entered 
the house. He found Gangaa weeping 
bitterly with her face buried in her 
hands. 

*What is the matter, Gangaa, why 
are you weeping?" 

“Gurudey,” sobbed Gangaa “Rashi- 
ji has just taken that mad girl into the 
temple of Tripurasundari. What will 
happen to my darling little girl?” 

Gang Sarvagna lost his usual com- 
posure for a moment. The penance he 
had practised for years had purified 
his mind and removed from it every- 
thing that was impure. When quite 
young he had been convinced that in 
the various rituals of Tripurasundari, 
there was an element of lewdness and 
violence. For years he had tried to 
purify, these rites. No one was to 
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be made a sadhu or a sadhvi without 


his or her full consent. No one other | 


than himself or Shivarashi was to be 
in charge of the celebration of the 
festival. These rules he had enforced 
rigorously. 

However, for some years he had 
ceased to officiate at this festival. He 
had left it to Shivarashi to attend to 
it, but had left him in no doubt about 
what he was up against! So long as 
the old priests lived and so long as 
those who believed in the traditional 
rites continued to be part of the wor- 
ship at the temple, he was not able to 
close it down. 

Sarvagna had been fully con- 
vinced that there was need for re- 
form in many of the rituals of the 
Lakulesh branch of the Shaivite cult 
and he had been making every effort to 
bring them about as speedily as pos- 
sible. These efforts were not liked by 
the more ignorant of his disciples and 
by the ordinary worshippers and de- 
votees. This he knew. And when he 
found that even Shivarashi was not 
particularly enthusiastic in supporting 
his efforts. he had felt disappointed. 

In regard to Chaula, he had decided 
firmly that that innocent girl was not 
to be initiated in those rites and had 
taken care to inform both Gangaa and 
Shivarashi of his decision. He knew 
that his principal disciple was not in 
agreement with him on this point and 
when that very day Shivarashi had 
come to inform him that Mahamayaa 
had manifested Herself in Chaula, 
Sarvagna had told him in clear terms 
that Chaula was not to be taken to 
the festival. 

Sarvagna had observed.in Rashi's 
face signs of sensual passion. He had 
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noted with sadness this failing of Shi-- 


yarashi, but had failed to take appro- 
priate precautionary steps. Now when 
he heard Gangaa’s account, he be- 
came. angry. He soon regained con- 
trol over himself, and decided that the 
time had come for enforcing his de- 
cision. 

“Come with me, Gangaa,’ 
“take that torch with you.” 

When they arrived at the secret 
door of the temple, the sadhu who 


' he said, 


was guarding it, was terrified. “Guru- 
dey!” he exclaimed involuntarily. 


“Yes. You stay here,” ordered Sar- 
vagna. 


Gangaa went ahead with the torch. 


NOVEMBER: 20,- 1966 


In its dim light Sarvagna saw Samant 
tied to a pillar. “Samant, you here!” 
he asked in surprise. 

“Gurudev, I was decoyed here to 
worship Tripurasundari,” | replied 
Samant with a harsh laugh. "I refus- 
ed, and so they tied me up. One of the 
sadhus has decided to kill me and I 
am awaiting his return!" 

“He, on whom depends the whole 
defence of Prabhas today, was to be 
killed here so that destruction should 
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come early!” exclaimed Gang Sar- 
vagna. He ordered the sadhu standing 
nearby, "Release this man." ; 

The. sadhu , obediently 
Samant. 

*Have you seen Chaula?" 

“Yes. Only a little while ago she 
came in with Rashiji and went inside. 

“On her own?" enquired Sarvagna. 

"Yes, She went in in high spirits, 
laughing and running!" 

“That is correct,” confirmed 
Gangaa. "When Shivarashi told her 
that Lord Shambhu was waiting for 
her, she just ran. Today she has lost 


untied 


«This temple will be 
kept closed as from today 
until all of you have fully puri- 
fied yourselves," said Sarvagna. 


| Aza 
alld o Syaan Kosha 


:34 


herself completely in her devotion to 
Lord Shankar." 

“She went of her own free-will?” 
repeated Gurudev. If she had gone in 
of her own free-will, what objection 
could he take, was the doubt worry- 
ing him. 

*Oh, no, not in that sense. She 
would never accept these rites willing- 
ly," said Gangaa. 

"But these are amazing people," in- 
terjected Samant. As he said this, he 
thought of the vicious Kundla and was 
unable to keep out of his voice the 
disgust he felt. 3 

Sarvagna proceeded towards the 
temple, followed by Samant and 
Gangaa. When they saw the open 
courtyard in front of the Tripurasun- 
dari temple, the sight that met their 
eyes horrified Samant. In the light of 
a single torch, a number of men and 
women were singing songs in praise of 
the goddess and as they went round 
and round in a circle and kept time, 
clapping their hands, it was difficult to 
say whether these were human beings 
or were monstrous shadows. 


Not even when he saw vultures 
moving in upon the corpses of his 
own relations had Samant felt as re- 

- volted as now at the sight that met 
his eyes. 

The crowd was moving in a circle 
round three or four men, one of 
whom was holding a torch. Suddenly 
a terrified scream was heard above the 
sound of singing, followed by another 
and yet another. Sarvagna and Gangaa 
recognised at once who had screamed, 
Samant guessed where it was. 

Sarvagna ran towards the place 
«hence the scream had come, Gangaa 


” 
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following, trembling in all her limbs. 

Samants- patience was exhausted, 
Drawing his sword from its scabbard, 
he fell upon the whole crowd. Terri- 
fied at the sudden appearance of what 
looked like a death-dealing monster, 
the crowd gave way, revealing the 
trio,—Chaula, the old priest who was 
holding the torch and a large strong 
woman holding the struggling Chaula 
firmly in her grip. Evidently, Chaula 
had only just come to her normal sen- 
ses and was horrified at what she saw 
going on around herself. Shivarashi 
was offering worship to her as the 
goddess incarnate. 

Samant thrust aside the woman and 
stepped near Chaula. 

*What is this, Rashiji?" Sarvagna de- 
manded. Rashi was terrified. On one 
side he saw Samant with his drawn 
sword, and on the other Gurudev, 
scolding him silently with his eyes. 
His hands shook so much that the ob- 
lation-laden tray slipped from his 
hands and fell with a clatter on the 
ground. *Gurudev! Gurudev! Guru- 
dev!" shouted the frightened men and 
women from all sides. 

“Rashi!” exclaimed Sarvagna with 
deep sadness. “By bringing Chaula 
against her wish, you have disregard- 
ed the most important principle go- 
verning this ceremony.” 

*No, that is not so. She came here 
of her own free-will," interjected Sid- 
deshwar coming to Rashi's assistance 
with great courage. 

“That would explain, wouldn't it, 
why she was screaming aloud? Sid- 
deshwar, you are a disgrace to the 
cult of Lakulesh. Rashi, go now. I 
shall prescribe the proper penance for 
you tomorrow." 
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. “No sir, NO. Chaula came here of 
her own free-will,” repeated Rashi. 

“Yes, that is true,” supported the 
old priest. Two or three sadhus came 
up and stood next to the priest. Op- 
position to Sarvagna was writ large 
on their faces. The sadhus held in 
their hands large iron pincers, and 
their object appeared to be to frighten 
Sarvagna. 

Calmly and with complete com- 
posure, Sarvagna looked at all of them 
with a sad face. “You-have all com- 
bined to desecrate this temple. If you 
have eyes, you will see with what 
shame and fear Chaula is looking at 
you. This is the temple of Goddess 
Mahamayaa. It is not a temple of le- 
chers, hypocrites and torturers. This 
temple will be kept closed as from to- 
day until all of you have fully puri- 
fied yourselves.” 

“This temple is to” remain closed! 
Who will dare to close it?" asked the 
old sadhu in a threatening voice. Tt 
was obvious that he was aching to 
raise his hand with the iron pincers. 

Gurudev burst out laughing. "Who 
will close it, you ask? Of course, I 
wiil. I will do it in my capacity as the 
head of Lord Lakulesh's followers." 

“Would you really dare?” shouted 
the old priest as he lifted his hand to 
strike Sarvagna. Samant jumped for- 
ward and seized the old man's hand. 

“Get out of the way, Samant,” said 
Gurudey calmly. “Hardatt, you wish 
to hit me? Do so. Here is my head, 
your guru's. May your fall be com- 
plete.” And Gurudev bent his head. 

The old priest was confused. His 


grip on his iron pincers was loosened, - 


and they slipped from his hand. He 
collapsed and fell on the floor. Slow- 


B.J. COMPETITION 


We have pleasure in announc- 
ing a new Essay Competition 
for readers of this Journal. 

The subject of the Essay is: 
*Swami Dayananda Saraswati's 
Contribution to Spiritual Revi- 
val in India.” 

The following are the rules 
and conditions of this Competi- 
tion : 

(1) Essays which should be 

original, should not ex- 
cecd four pages of this 
| Journal and they should 
be typed on one side of 

| the paper. 
| (2) Essays should reach us 
before January 6, 1967. 
(3) The first-prize winning 
Essay will be awarded a 
cash prize of Rs. 100/- 
and it will be published 
in the Journal. A second 
prize of Rs. 50/- will be 
the next 


awarded for 


best. 

(4) Our Kulapati Munshiji's 
decision will be final in 
evaluation and award of 
the prizes. 


— Editor. 


MÀ 


ly and without hurry, Sarvagna pro- 
ceeded to lock up the door of the 
inner shrine of Tripurasundari's tem- 
ple, a door that had not been closed 
for centuries. 

“It js because of the combined sins 
of all of you that the third eye of 
Lord Shankar has opened. Like a veri- 
table demon, Hammir is rushing here 
to destroy this temple. Until you have 


CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


accom mmm 


56 ? 


purified yourselves and the danger is 
removed, I shall not offer worship to 
Goddess Mahamayaa.” 

Before the powerful spiritual per- 
sonality of Sarvagna, the surrender of 
everyone present was complete; they 
slowly dispersed. 

For a while Sarvagna stood in the 
emptied courtyard. As she lay with 
her head in her mother’s lap, Chaula 
sobbed bitterly. She could not easily 
forget what she had gone through a 
little while earlier. 

“Gangaa, you had better take Chau- 
la home,” ordered Sarvagna. “I do 
not know what is to happen of this 
great place of pilgrimage!” Turning 
to Samant, who sat leaning against a 
wall, he went on: “Samant, my son, 
it is getting late. You had better get 
ready to depart.” 

“As you wish.” i 

“Gangaa, do you know this Chau- 
han? Chaula has applied sacred ashes 
on his and his father’s forehead. Do 
you remember that, Chaula?” 

Chaula had come out from her 
trance. She had no difficulty in re- 
cognising Samant who stood in front 
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of her. They looked at each other. 
“Gangaa, this is a brave Chauhan. 
He has gone through a terrible ordeal 
during the last fifteen days. Out of 
his large family, he alone survives to 
serve Lord Somanath. Take him to 
your house and feed him. He has 
had nothing to eat for long. On him 


depends the safety of all of us.” With | 
these remarks, Sarvagna walked away, | 


his head bent, his sad eyes seeing 
only the ground in front of him. 

Chaula stood shy and embarrassed. 
The memory of the state in which 
Samant had seen her only a few mi- 
nutes earlier made her wish the earth 
to open and engulf her. The under- 
standing and wise Gangaa put her 
hands around her affectionately. She 
invited Samant to follow her and to 
give her and Cbaula a full account of 
all that had happened to him and his 
father. 

Samant spent a few pleasant hours 
that night telling the two women all 
that had happened to him and to his 
people since his earlier meeting with 
them. Chaula , was filled with great 
pride as she listened to this brave man. 

[To be continued] 
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THE DIVINE DOCTOR OF TIRUVIZHA 


V. Sivaramakrishnan 


Tiruvizha is in Shertala taluk. 
It can be reached by road or 
waterways. There is a ferry 
service across the Wembanad 
backwaters from Vaikom in 
Kottayam District. 


TAMU HAA 
agai ga | 
meradang: 
Adaa va: Kamu 


Obeisance to Siva, the Lord of Phy- 
sicians. Thou givest the tongue, the 
ear, the eye and the limb to the dumb, 
deaf, blind and lame and curest dead- 
ly diseases like leprosy. 
—Sri Vaidyanathashtakam. 
f IKE Lord  Vaidyeeswara at 
Vaidyeeswarankoil in Tanjore 
District of Madras State, the God at 
Tiruvizha is acknowledged as the best 
doctor-and His medicine the best cure 
for insanity, ulcer, piles and other 
such diseases. People flock to Him 
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on all days of the year and seek re- 
lief from their sufferings. The 
remarkable fact about this God is that 
He rose by Himself from the womb 
of the earth for providing succour to 
the sick. 

The place was a dense forest in the 
past and there was a mossy pond on 
the spot where the temple now stands. 
Among the denizens of the forest was 
a tribe called Ulladas who lived on 
the tortoises they caught from the 
pond. 

The tortoises lay low in the pond, 
stuck deep in the mud. Tapping the 
mud, the Ulladas used to walk across 
the pond; and whenever the stick 
struck the back of any tortoise, it 
stirred up and rose to the surface. 
Without waiting for a moment, the 
tribals caught them with alacrity and 
made a good dinner of them. 

One day when an Ullada woman 
was moving across the pond with stick 
in hand, she struck at a hard sub- 
stance. And instead of a tortoise, 
blood came up bubbling through the 
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muddy water. She was aghast, swam 
back to land and rushed to report 
the phenomenon to her people. 

A motley crowd soon gathered 
round the pond and stood speechless 
in wonder and awe. 

The whole pond had in the mean- 
while turned blood-red. 

An old man, a stranger to the 
people of the place, came forward 
and explained that the blood came out 
of a ‘Swayambu linga’ and that it 
would do them good if they built a 
temple on the very spot where the 
pond Jay. 

The man spoke with fervour and 
his words carried conviction. 

The people then set to work, drain- 
ed the water and built the temple. 
Thus Tiruvizha Mahadevan came to 
have an abode for Himself. 

During the rainy season when the 
temple sometimes gets submerged in 
water He is worshipped from land! 

So much about His origin and now 
about His medicine. 

A mad man who visited the temple 
frequently became a nuisance to the 
temple servants. He particularly 
chose for his assaults the person who 
cleaned the temple vessels. 

He could have been beaten and 
driven away but none thought of that 
Simple expedient because while it 
would cause him physical pain it 
would not bring him to his senses. 

Of what avail was it to inflict pain 
On a senseless creature? 

The mad man’s antics, however, 
continued and the particular temple 
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servant who was singled out for his 
attack, continued to be harassed be- 
yond the point of endurance. 

The victim (temple servant) while 
lying down to sleep one day, cried 
aloud: “Oh God, when will You 
let me free from this grindstone round 
my neck?" 

The God Himself seemed to tell 
him in his dream: "Fear not, my 
son. In the yonder garden, there is 
a plant which changes colour from 
green to blue, red, black, yellow and 
white. Take a handful of it, crush 
it and, mixing the essence with milk, 
place it before me for some time. 
Give that to the mad man along with 
a little hot water. He will vomit and 
then regain his lost senses." 

The temple servant woke up with 
a start and saw none nearby. But he 
somehow felt that the Lord Himself 
had spoken to him in his dream. He 
collected the plant as he was bidden 
and managed to give its essence mix- 
ed with milk to the mad man. 

To'his surprise, his foolish assailant 
became sober and began to behave 
like any other man in his normal 
senses! 

From the time of this incident, 
Tiruvizha Mahadevan’s medicine be- 
came famous. 

Men and women out of their senses, 
some of them even led by chains, are 
taken to the temple and given the 
medicine. 

And to this day the person who col- 
lects the medicinal herb is the temple 
servant who cleans the vessels! 


. Men often oppose a thing merely because they have had no agency 
in planning it, or because it may have been planned by those whom they 


dislike. 
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UJJAIN—2 


3 N the Kathasarit Sagara, Ujjain is 
described in the following manner: 


asean a Te ag Aa: 
zaa aaa: crave cra II 
Ia ata fases kaa au l 


“There is a city by name Ujjain which 
is like an ornament to the earth. By 
its nectarine white mansions, it looks as 
though mocking at Amaravati (capital 
of heaven). In that city dwells Lord 
Siva in the form of Mahakala." 


The term Mahakala is defined thus: 
aer Ta Aero Sania: II 
ie. he is the Great Protector inasmuch 


Temple of Harasiddhi Matha. 


Shrine of Harasiddhi Matha worshipped 
by King Vikramaditya. 


— ee 


as he looks after all beings. 


It is defined in the Skanda Purana 
thus: 
srewgresdi cd ea | 
“You are Mahakal because you are 
Yama’s destroyer.” 


The Mahabharata has this to say 
about an important thirtha here: 


merang adi Teed frat Haa: | 

adige gang SACI 
“In Ujjain, after worshipping Maha- 

kala, one must dip in the Koti-theertha 


observing all the restrictions in the mat- 
ter of food, etc. That gives one the 


There are two Deepasthambhas before the 


Sanctum which are lighted on special occasions. 
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Inside Mahakales- 
wara Temple—A 


view from Koti 
A EN Thirtha. On all 
DD) the four sides of 
the Thirtha, Siva- 
Se lingas have been 
L> established. 
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An outer view of the temple of Mahakaleswar. To the left is seen the Vimana 
of the Moolasthan. ' Y 


merit of performing an Aswamedha 
sacrifice." 

In the Puranic days Ujjain was 
known as Mahakala Pura. Skanda bes- 
tows the greatest distinction on this 


place by saying that it is a (1) Sma- 


sana, (2) Ooshara, (3)  Kshetra, 
(4) Peetha and (5) Vana. 


Defining these, the Skanda says: 
aat Tag YA Ade AITAN | 

“Itisa Kshetra because all sins are 
destroyed there.” 


Ira ai dio tia Bead | 
“Inasmuch as Mother Goddess has a 

seat here, it is a Peetha.” 

Ta: Gat wae Kak al 
“Since people who die here have no 

more births, it is an Ooshara.” 
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zataka fret dd dada: 
“Since it is secret place most dear to 
Lord Sambhu, it is a Guhyavana.” 


meras fg Karat aa It 


“It is the most sought-after place for 
Bhutas (Siva Ganas), so it is beloved 
Smasana." 


ma da han feed wxWGDegW 
aah Kata fem 
wa au AERA TAT 
Kanchi, Ujjain, Karaveer, Kolagi, 
Kashi, Prayag, Amareswara, Bharatha, 
Kedar—these are the places most belov- 


ed of Lord Siva. The Lord always re- 
veals at these Siddhakshetras. 


[To be continued} 
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NOTES & NEWS 


TAGORE WEEK CELEBRATIONS 


THE Annual Tagore Week was recently 
celebrated in Bombay by the Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan. It was inaugurated by 
Sri Gurudayal Mallik, a close associate 
of Gurudev Tagore. 

The highlight of the celebrations was 
a symposium on “Tagore—the Universal 
Man”, which was presided over by 
Kulapati Munshi. Representatives of 
some of the countries Gurudev Tagore 
visited during his lifetime participated in 
the symposium. 

Munshiji, in his presidential address, 
said that the impact of the West on In- 
dia brought with it the spirit of the 
European Renaissance with its beauties 
and joys of life and the understanding 
of the right of man to be himself re- 
gardless of conventional restraints. Like 
their European counterparts, the foun- 
ders of this new movement in India 
broke away from the past, showed the 
courage to face the emotional, intellec- 
tual and spiritual facts of life, redefined 
man’s relationship to man and man’s re- 
Jationship to supernatural powers, and 
made the inner life of the individual the 
central theme of literature. Gurudev 
Tagore was the finest product of Indian 
Renaissance. 

Munshiji pointed out that even in his 
youthful works, Tagore out-distanced 
other authors in feeling, outlook and 
technical mastery. In and after 1904, 
Tagore became the poet of that flaming 
nationalism of which Sri Aurobindo was 
the militant apostle. His nationalism, 
however, was not chauvinistic as he 
could never harbour hate against the 
foreigner, he said and added: “His be- 
came the authentic voice of Asia seek- 
ing emancipation from political bondage 
as well as from the aggressive cultures 
of the West....His mind responded to 
beauty from whatever source it came— 
whether it was literary, artistic or spiri- 
tual.” 


n 


As the years passed, Tagore was not 
merely the poet of the Indian Renais- 
sance. He acquired visions which came 
to embrace the world in which there 
was no Asia and no Europe and which 
glowed with the luminous colours of 
basic human nature. He stood forth as 
a poet of the Universal Man. 


Munshiji continued: “The poct’s sta- 
ture grew with age. Asserting the supre- 
macy of the Spirit over passions and 
emotions, he responded to the call of 
the senses, refined and sublimated, as 
much as to the sweetness of human re- 
lations; to the timeless aspiration for 
Beauty which fades not and for love 
which, in the words of the Lord in the 
Gita, ‘sees Me in all, and all in Me.’ | 


“Rabindranath became a citizen of the 
one world—the immortal world of 


beauty, love and faith—which transcends : 


time, race and frontiers, to which be- 
longed Vyasa, Valmiki, and the author 
of Bhagavat; Homer, Virgil and Dante; 
Kalidas, Shakespeare, Goethe and Vic- 
tor Hugo.” 


Among those who took part in the 

symposium were Dr. Joseph Fabic, Con- 
sul-General of Czechoslovakia, Mr. R. 
Defni, Consul-General of Israel, Mr. 
Richard Kunisch, Consul-General of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Mr. N. 
Okuchi, Consul-General of Japan, Mr. 
J.H. Delgorge, Consul-General of the 
Netherlands, Mr. Yuri K. Galishnikov, 
Acting Consul-General of the U.S.S.R., 
Dr. G.V. Anikin, Visiting Professor of 
Russian Literature, and Dr. 
Brown, Regional Representative of the 
British Council. All these distinguished 
speakers gave scholarly and lucid lec- 
tures on the greatness of Tagore with 
particular emphasis on the impact of his 
personality and his works on their res- 
pective countries. 


Earlier, Sri Navin T. Khandwalla, 
Hon. General Secretary of the Bhavan’s 
Kala Kendra Department, welcomed Sri 
Gurudayal Mallik and the distinguished 
speakers. He described Tagore's impact 
on cultures of many of the European 
countries he had recently visited. Sri 
Ajit Seth, Hon. Jt. Secretary of the 
Sugam Sangit Unit of the Kala Kendra, 
proposed a vote of thanks. 
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The celebrations included a spiritual 
programme of Rabindra Sangit, a festi- 
val of art films of Bengal, an exhibition 
on “Tagore in Other Lands" and “Ex- 
periments in Tagore"—a special musical 
feature of choral songs of Tagore. 


BOOKS EXHIBITION 


THE TIMES LITERARY SUPPLE- 
MENT of London is one of the most 
respected literary journals in the English- 
speaking world. Its editor, Mr. Arthur 
Crook, recently presented a special list 
of novels and volumes of short stories 
since 1950—his own choice of most out- 
standing works—in honour of the Com- 
monwealth Books Exhibition recently 
held in London. Nine novels by Indian 
authors appear in this list. They are: 
A Backward Place, Get Ready for 
Battle, The Householder and Like Birds, 
Like Fishes and Other Stories, all writ- 
ten by R. Parwar Jhabvala; A House 
for Mr. Biswas, Miguel Street and Mr. 
Stone and Knights Companion, all by 
V.S. Naipaul; The Man-Eater of Mal- 
'gudi by R.K. Narayan; and The Ser- 
pent and the Rope by Raja Rao. 


HUMPTY-DUMPTY HAS A GREAT 
FALL 
AN exquisite piece of sculpture called 
*Humpty-Dumpty" had a great fall re- 
cently at New York's Whitney Museum 
of American Art, The 58-inch high egg- 
shaped work was done in 1946, by 
Noguchi, an American of Japanese an- 
cestry. Poor Humpty-Dumpty broke one 
of its legs. 

SIKHS TRIUMPH 

THERE are about 100,000 Sikhs living 
in Britain. With their multi-coloured tur- 
bans, beards and imposing personalities, 
they add colour and glamour to the peo- 
ple in Britain. Many of them serve as 
bus drivers and conductors. But several 
of the transport councils in Britain do 
not allow them to wear turbans while 
on duty. But Sikhs would not give up 
their religious norms and practices to 
earn their livelihood. Asa result, a 
struggle developed between them 
and the transport councils. The 
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struggle was more intensive in Man- 
chester than anywhere else and the issue 
was hotly debated in the Press. (See 
John Grigg's outspoken comments on 
the subject in the Bhavan's Journal of 
September 11, 1966). 

Last month, the seven-year-old strug- 
gle ended in a triumph for the Sikhs as 
the Manchester Corporation passed an 
amendment relaxing non-turban rules by 
71 votes to 23. The amendment was 
moved by Mr. R.P. Prain and the de- 
bate that followed generated unusual 
heat. On one occasion, Mr. Arnold Bur- 
lin, the champion of the Sikhs’ cause, 
walked out of the chamber. But all end- 
ed well. Gyani Sunder Singh Sagar, the 
Sikhs’ leader in Manchester, said that 
it was “a moment of happiness for all 
Manchester people.” 

But the issue was not merely confined 
to Manchester. It created national in- 
terest and, as the Manchester Corpora- 
tion was debating the issue, the power- 
ful ‘Times’ came out editorially in fa- 
vour of the Sikhs. It wrote: “Judges 
have wigs and gowns, bishops a variety 
of clerical gear—not to mention sar- 
torial bravura that could give a lift to 
the personality of an Admiral or a 
General....(There are) judges admini- 
stering law in a hot climate sweltering 
under their eighteenth-century head-gear. 

“If we have been able to put up with 
all this as part of the pomp and cir- 
cumstance of English life, surely Man- 
chester should not jibe at a turban on 
a bus conductor....Might not an influx 
of Sikhs, imperturbable and upstanding 
in their turbans—Now then, no standing 
on top—set a fashion that their collea- 
gues might here and there daringly imi- 
tate? Instead of the dreary uniform that 
unites gas-men, ticket collectors, park- 
keepers, bus conductors and the like, 
what we need for these sometimes un- 


der-crowded professions -is gaiety and: 


distinction of dress. 

“But if it is variety of dress among 
its bus conductors that bothers Man- 
chester why does it allow such variety 
as now exists? It should have the cour- 
age of its convictions about regulation, 
uniform and standardize the men of 


Manchester from the Lord Mayor down-. 
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wards. It could set off a national cru- 
sade for drabness.” 


AMBASSADOR BEREAVED 


SMT. SABAR PARTHASARATHY, 
55-year-old wife of Sri G. Parthasarathy, 
India’s Permanent Representative at the 
United Nations, who recently died in 
New York, was a nominated member of 
the Rajya Sabha for one term from 
1960. She was educated in Madras and 
Oxford and started her career as Pro- 
fessor of English at Queen Mary’s Col- 
lege, Madras. Later she became the 
Chief Professor and Head of the Depart- 
ment of English at the Presidency Col- 
lege. She had lectured extensively in the 
United States as a visiting Professor. 
She accompanied her husband in his 
various ambassadorial assignments in 
Indo-China, Peking, Pakistan and the 
U.N. May her soul rest in peace. 


LATE SIR C.P. 


A MEETING to condole the death of 
Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar was recent- 
ly held in Madras, when Dr. A. Laksh- 
manaswami Mudaliar presided and Sri 
T.V. Viswanatha Aiyar, Sir M.A. Mu- 
thiah Chettiar, Smt. Rukmini Devi, Sri 
K. Balasubramania Aiyar, Dr. T.M.P. 
Madhavan, Sri G.K. Narasimhan, Prof. 
P. Sankaranarayanan and others paid 
glowing tributes to “C.P.” A condolence 
resolution was passed at the meeting. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


WHAT is foreign policy? The other day 
Mr. George Brown, British Foreign Se- 
cretary, tried to answer this question. 
He said: “Foreign policy is about peo- 
ple; about how people are trying to be 
happy, trying to avoid being wretched, 
groping forward to the day when one 
nation's security is not being purchased 
by the subjection of another, when men 
will live with men as their Maker in- 
tended them to live, not as animals in 
the jungle. And people means persons, 
individual persons." 


"M. S." THRILLS U.N. 


ON October 23, the flag of India out- 
side the United Nations Headquarters 
fluttered with pride, as a huge and dis- 
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tinguished international audience inside 
the U.N. Assembly Hall was being 
charmed, thrilled and completely sway- 
ed by a golden voice of "astonishing 
range and amazing flexibility and agili- 
ty," and by a music which was so en- 
chanting in its beauty, so profound in 
its subtlety, so perfect in its rhythm, so 
classic in its purity, so exquisite in its 
style and so complete in its harmony 
that veteran music critics of interna- 
tional repute frantically searched for 
superlatives to convey to their readers 
some of their “unforgettable ex- 
perience”, 

All this of course was not unexpected, 
for the performer was “the Queen of 
Indian Music”, Smt. M.S. Subba- 
lakshmi. The programme was arranged 
in connection with the observance of 
the U.N. Day celebrations and ‘M.S.’ 
was invited by  Secretary-General 
U Thant (See Bhavan's Journal of 
September 25). Mr. Paul Hume, music 


“critic of the Washington Post, found her 


performance “impossible to describe.” 
He wrote: “Subbalakshmi’s reputation 
in India is roughly like that once en- 
joyed in Europe and this country by 
Melba or Galli Curei, and it did not 
take a single song to restore her un- 
challenged greatness. There is no point 
in describing her singing in terms of 
range, which is astonishing, or flexibi- 
lity and agility, which are amazing. She 
is unique..... The intricacies of rhyth- 
mic sub-divisions and shadings of pitches 
that would defy our most famous techni- 
cians of song, roll out swelling and di- 
minishing in volume in imperceptible 
waves. Over and through these, spill out 
melismatic ornaments, thrills and light- 
ning slidings that bewitch.” 

Before the recital, Sri C.V. Nara- 
simhan explained to the audience the 
rudiments of Indian music. Secretary- 
General U Thant Jater described the re- 
cital as “extraordinary good music.” 


SRI UMASHANKAR JOSHI 

THE election and subsequent appoint- 
ment of Sri Umashankar Joshi as the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Gujarat Univer- 
sity would warm the hearts of all those 
who firmly belieye that politics should 
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not be allowed to muddle with educa- 
tion inside a campus. For Sri Joshi is 
not only a poet and a litterateur of the 
highest repute but a far-sighted educa- 
tionist whose roots are deep in his na- 
tive soil and yet whose vision embraces 
the whole world. 


Sri Umashankar Joshi 


Sri Umashankar Jethalal Joshi was 
born on July 21, 1911 in the village of 
Bamna in the Sabarkantha district of 
Gujarat. He studied at the Gujarat 
Vidyapith as well as the Bombay Uni- 
versity from where he took his M.A. 
degree. 

Umashankars contribution to the 
Gujarati literature is outstanding. He 
had been awarded the Ranjitram Gold 
Medal and the Narmad Gold Medal for 
his works in the ficld of Gujarati poetry. 
At a young age Umashankar entered the 
world of poetry with a bang when his 
two books Vishvashanti and Gangotri 
were released. Since then he has written 
several memorable volumes like Aati- 
thya and Vasantvarsha. 


Umashankar's literary versatality is 
amazing. Poetry is not his only field. 
His volumes of short stories (Tran 
Ardhun Be and Shravani Melo), short 
novel (Parkan Janyan) and one-act play 
(Sapna Bhara) have won the high ac- 
claim of critics. His works on literary 
criticism (Anubhooti, Niriksha, etc.) 
have made him one of the greatest lite- 
rary critics of Gujarat. He has also 
written Goshti, a collection of essays, 
Prachina and Mahaprasthan, plays in 
verse, 
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SEMINAR ON GANDHIJI 


A SEMINAR to discuss various facets 
of Gandhiji's personality and philosophy 
and their relevance for our times will 
be held at Madurai from December 27, 
1966, to January 1, 1967, under the aus- 
pices of the Madras State Committee for 
Gandhi Centenary Celebrations. The 
Seminar will prepare the ground-work for 
the Statewide celebrations of the Cente- 
nary, and the Committee solicits sup- 
port and co-operation of all thinking In- 
dians. All those interested are requested 
to write to Prof. S. Ramakrishnan, Semi- 
nar Organizer, Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, 
Madurai-13. 


BHAVAN'S COIMBATORE KENDRA 


SMT. MANI SAHUKAR recently deli- 
vered a lecture on “The Enchantment of 
the Ritual, the Symbol and Mythology 
in Religion” under the auspices of the 
Bhavan's Coimbatore Kendra. She lucid- 
ly explained the charm and true signi- 
ficance of these concepts. She affirmed 
that ritualistic worship was important as 
it kindled the light of imagination and 
opened up new vistas of intuition in the 
devotee. Smt. Sahukar then read out two 
chapters from her latest book: “Swect- 
ness and Light"—a Bhavan's publica- 
tion. The book is a biography of Sati 
Godavari Mataji, an eminent saint of 
Maharashtra and an exponent of the 
Bhakti Marg. 


FACETS OF INDIAN CULTURE 


ON October 12, Prof. P. Sankaranaraya- 
nan, Director of Bhavan's Delhi Ken- 
dra, delivered a lecture on “Facets of In- 
dian Culture" at the Coimbatore Kendra 
of the Bhavan. Sri T. Sankaranarayana 
Menon, District and Sessions Judge of 
Coimbatore, presided. It was the first 
in a series of lectures and seminars on 
life, literature and culture organized by 
the Kendra. 


Prof. Sankaranarayanan, in his lecture, 
explained the eternal message of Satyam, 
Sivam and Sundaram of Indian culture 
and expounded the principles and ideals 
of the Bhavan. Sri S. Menon praised 
the Bhavan's solid contribution to India's 
cultural and educational life. Sri Ven- 
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kataraman of Testool Ltd. proposed a 
vote of thanks. 


AHMEDABAD'S LOSS 


IN the sad demise of Smt. Kanchan- 
gauribehn Mangaldas Girdhardas in 
Ahmedabad on October 15, the capital 
city of Gujarat has lost a devout lady 
who was well-known for her charitable 
disposition. She was the wife of the 
late Mangaldas Girdhardas, eminent in- 
dustrialist of Gujarat, and mother of 
Sri Madanmohan Mangaldas, member of 
the Gujarat Kendra Committee of the 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan. 


DONATION TO BHAVAN S LIBRARY 


SRI Jagjiwandas Dossabhai has donated 
a precious collection of about 400 books 
to Sri Munshi Saraswati Mandir Grantha- 
gar (Bhavan's Library), Bombay. 


KALIDASA JAY ANTI 


THE Cochin Branch of the Sanskrit 
Vishva Parishad celebrated the Kalidasa 
Jayanti on Vijaya Dasami Day, when a 
public meeting was held under the pre- 
sidentship of Sri P. V. Krishna Rao, 
Principal of the T. D. High School. 
Sarvasri G. M. Bhat, B. Sadananda 
Prabhu and A. N. Purushothama Mal- 
laya spoke on Kalidasa and his works. 
Sri P. K. Chandran welcomed the gather- 
ing and Sri K. Anantha Bhat proposed 
a vote of thanks. 


SIR PARSHURAMBHAU COLLEGE 


SIR Parshurambhau College of Poona 
will be celebrating its Golden Jubilee in 
December this year. Principal R. R. 
Malegaonkar requests all the past stu- 
dents of the college to send information 
about their names, addresses, present oc- 
cupations etc. to Dr. S.R. Kawle, Secre- 
lary, Past Students' Steering Committee, 
S. P. College, Poona-9, so that they 
could be invited to participate in the 
celebrations. 


PHOTOGRAPHS IN COURTS 
JUSTICE requires constant vigilance to 


maintain high judicial standards on the 
part of judges, advocates and Govern- 
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ment authorities. That is why the great 
judges of the British era in India kept 
aloof even from social events and zea- 
lously guarded all the norms and prac- 
tices of judicial behaviour in and out 
of the law courts. The other day Sri 
Justice K. Subba Rao, Chief Justice of 
India, strongly objected to the practice 
of hanging photographs of politicians in 
some of the court rooms in India. While 
paying a visit to the court of the Hima- 
chal Pradesh Judicial Commissioner in 
Simla, he found such photographs in 
the court. He pointed out that such 
photographs could create an impression 
that the court was prejudiced in favour 
of parties to which the leaders belonged. 


SRI U. VENKAT RAO 


SRI U. VENKAT RAO, a widely-res- 
pected teacher who had served in six 
secondary schools in South Kanara and 
then in Bombay for more than three 


The late U. Venkat Rao. 


decades and who had retired as vice- 
principal, passed away in Bombay re- 
cently. He was 76. Young in spirit 
and appearance, he died after a brief 
ilness, cheerful and optimistic to the 
end. In his dedicated career as an edu- 
cationist, he tried to bring out the best 
in his students, many of whom are hold- 
ing high positions in the educational, 
journalistic, administrative, industrial and 
other fields in Bombay and elsewhere. 
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NETAJI—THE MAN: REMINISCEN- 
CES. By Dilip Kumar Roy. Publish- 
ed by Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bom- 
bay-7. 1966. Price: Rs. 2.50. 

MY DEAR DiLip Kumar Roy, 

Your absorbingly interesting book of 
reminiscences of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose was pounced upon by me as soon 
as the volume arrived; and I hasten, 
after a second perusal of the book, to 
tender to you my fervent thanks for 
furnishing me with a banquet of me- 
mories and reflections. 

Not until my reading of your book, 
was I fully cognisant of the sex “reser- 
vedness” and the mystic strain in Subash, 
nor with his approach to Siva, Kaali 
and Krishna and his belief in Mantra 
Sakthi. You have also shed fresh light 
on his reactions to Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Your own reflections on that baflling, 
vacillating, but most human and gener- 
ous, Kashmiri Brahmin-cum-Muslim, are 
very revealing. His *amorphousness" and 
diverse whims and his “loving Gandhi 
with his heart, and Moscow with his 
brain," and his essential loneliness, are 
described with great skill. 

Your treatment of Subash's memor- 
able conflict with the Congress threw 
a new light upon the events of that 
period. I had heard, at long range, of 
the Congress High Command's attitude, 
and that of Gandhiji’s in particular, 
Which was mainly responsible for what 
you term ‘his rustication'. Most aptly 
do you summarise, on page 151, his later 
life-story, when you remark that Subash 
Was a victim of a conspiracy of forces 
Which, by exploiting his heart-sickness, 
induced him to seck a kind of Catharsis 
through adventure. The significance of 


his bitter experiences and frustration , 


Was never fully understood by me, until 

read your book; nor did I appreciate 
lo the full the background and the men- 
fal reaction which induced him to make 


CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaan Kosha 


common cause, even with Hitler, for the 
achievement of the quest of his life. 

You have asserted, with full convic- 
tion, that Subash brought nearer the day 
of Indian Swaraj, by a decade at the 
very least. I was greatly impressed, in 
this connection, with the narration of 
the underlying reasons which ultimately 
induced the British to withdraw from 
India. Their gesture was remarkable, but 
I have no doubt that the attitude of the 
Indian army, which was so largely in- 
fluenced by Subash, was a predominat- 
ing cause. 

The speech contained on page 203 un- 
der the heading “Netaji, the Mystic" is, 
to my mind, a stirring summation of 
loving and, at the same time, restrained 
impressions. Disguising himself as a 
Moulvi and then as an Italian, Subash, 
as you have stated, went to Germany 
because he was persuaded to believe that 
Germany would win the war and may 
be induced to help India. Even this epi- 
sode may be an indication both of his 
burning zeal and his belief in the effi- 
cacy of Mantra Sakthi (he himself be- 
ing the Mantra Vadin). 

I did not, until I read your book, know 
how hardworked he was in the course 
of his self-imposed propaganda mission 
in Berlin; and you have rightly em- 
phasised that his experiment in forming 
Hindus, Sikhs, Bengalis, Mahrattas, Pun- 
jabis and members of many religious 
communities into a. close military unit 
and an efficient fighting military force 
must be accounted a great success. It is 
to your credit that, although you did 
not see much of Subash during the last 
few years of his life and although his 
later activities did not wholly elicit your 
approval, yet in the light of your early 
intimacy and hero-worship, you have 
been able to reconstruct his mental 
background and to’ visualise his psy- 
chological struggles based, as they were, 
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upon a compelling and intense sentiment 
of patriotism. After all, as I have fre- 
guently felt and stated in public, the 
Gandhian and Tolstoyan doctrine of 
non-violence is what our ancients used 
to call Asidhara Vritam. It is difficult 
to comprehend and more difficult to fol- 
low consistently. In my view, the burn- 
ing of foreign clothes was an act of 
violence. The ruin wrought on the Lan- 
cashire industries, however justified from 
the purely Indian and Swadeshi point of 
view, was an act of violence. The treat- 
ment meted out to Subash Bose, Bhula- 
bhai Desai, S. Srinivasa Aiyangar and 
Satyamurthi by the Congress High Com- 
mand, was a pure act of violence. In 
truth, Gandhiji was essentially a man 
of action and a philosopher who was 
capable of miracles of lofty thinking and 
equally capable of magnificent inconsis- 
tencies. He was a type of Janaka-cum- 
Visvamitra (Manques). 

Renewing my heartfelt thanks for the 
feast of which I have been the recipient 
and with my cordial regards to Srimati 
Indira Devi and yourself, 

I am, 
Yours affectionately, 
C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar 
(Feb. 22, 1966) 


CONTRIBUTION OF UPASANI 
BABA TO INDIAN CULTURE. 
By Dr. S.N. Tipnis. Published by Sri 
B.T. Wagh, Manager, Sri Upasani 
Kanya Kumari Sthan, Sakuri, P.O. 
Rahata, Dist. Ahmednagar. 242 pages. 
Price: Rs. 10. 


THIS is yet another attempt to place 
before the common man the life and 
teachings of a saint so that inspiration 
is drawn from them. The contents give 
a satisfactory plan—the life of Upasani 
Baba, his various activities, his teachings 
and the evaluation of his teachings. But 
the text does not do justice to all these. 
Except perhaps the chapter on his life, 
all other chapters give an impression of 
rather Joose writing. The sub-sections in 
a chapter are not arranged in a logical 
order and every topic is unnecessarily 
prefaced by a long historical tracing of 
that doctrine. These historical back- 
grounds have little to do with Upasani 
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Baba's contribution to Indian culture. 
By far the best account in the book is 
that of virtues to be cultivated (p. 89 
ft). 

The phrase “Vedanta and philosophy” 
suggests that Vedanta is not philosophy, 
(pp. 13, 15). It is hard to believe in 
some of the remarks made: “Sadhana 
culminates in the attainment of the fe- 
male state" (p. 72); *A woman has no 
prarabdha" (p. 121). Upasani Baba is 
also quoted to have said that a woman 
possesses divinity. We may remark that 
it is not a prerogative of woman alone 
to possess divinity. It is given to man 
as to woman to possess divinity and 
realise it. Further we come across a clas- 
sification of saints into three categories: 
a Perfect One, a Normal One and an 
Ordinary One. But the classification is 
without any philosophical basis, There 
are also contradictory views expressed: 
"There is no higher form of evolution 
than the human form" (p. 72). This is 
contradicted by the very next sentence: 
"When man becomes God he reaches 
the highest stage of evolution." Whether 
man or God is the highest stage of 
evolution remains unanswered, Likewise 
while the status of a woman is exalted 
to the skies by saying that she possesses 
divinity and is in a position to give 
salvation to others (p. 121), it is assert- 
ed on p. 215 that she should look upon 
her husband as God. The book also con- 
tains manifest errors: Tukarama was a 
Shudra (p. 6), Purandara is in Shola- 
pur District (p. 16), or that Dr. R.D. 
Ranade passed away in 1958 (p. 18) 
and so on. The chapter on the evalua- 
tion of Upasani Baba’s teachings is 
mostly a record written by the visitors 
and in several places duplicates the dis- 
cussion in the chapter entitled “The 
Teachings of Upasani Baba’. 

The author has explicitly stated that 
the relation of Upasani Baba with the 
Kanyas he married was only spiritual. 
But we expect that a saint should not 
give even the slightest opportunity to 
people to speak ill of him in this res- 
pect, even granting that people do not 
understand the real significance of Brah- 
ma-vivaha. Taking human nature as it 
is, the practice of Brahma-vivaha is like- 
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ly to lead to dangerous and unhealthy 


results in society. The author cites the. 


examples of married Rishis but this is 
palpably irrelevant. When Upasani Baba 
was tried for defalcation of money and 
murder, the author tries to justify him 
by catching at the instances of great 
saints who were put to a hard lot by 
their contemporaries. But this is hardly 
any justification. 

—Prof. B.R. Kulkarni 


JURIDICAL STUDIES IN ANCIENT 
INDIAN LAW, Part I. By Dr. L. 
Sternbach. Published by Motilal 
Banarsidass, Bungalow Road, Jawahar 
Nagar, Delhi-7. 1965. Price: Rs. 50. 


THERE are 18 chapters in this volume, 
the number being perhaps suggested by 
the same number of legal topics usually 
discussed in Ancient Indian Smriti Texts. 
These are designated (1) Different types 
of deposits (2) Laws relating to them 
(3) Contracts of deposits (4) Pledge 
(5) Suretyship (6) Legal position of 
prostitutes according to  Kautilya 
(7) Legal position of women whose 
husbands live.on their earnings (8) Le- 
gal position of Physicians (9) Legal, 
fiscal, social and penal privileges accord- 
ed to infants, aged, diseased, helpless 
and distressed persons (10) Legal pro- 
tection of Plants (11) Forms of mar- 
riages (12) Reciprocal responsibility for 
debts contracted by married people 
(13) Subjects of Law and law of family 
according to Yajnavalkya (14) Legal re- 
lations between employers and em- 
ployees (15) Infanticide and exposure 
of new-born children (16) Harmonising 
of law, with economic conditions pre- 
vailing at the time of the Smritis 
(17) Two readings of Manu IV-85, and 


(18) Short outline of law in Ancient In- ' 


dia (Muslim Law is also not left out). 
A glance at this staggering table of con- 
tents is enough to show the nature 
of the Herculean task attempted by the 
author. The list of books consulted 
as given on pages 2 to 23 is really for- 
midable. The errata of 5 pages for a 
book of 544 pages is not bad, but 
the sloka quoted from Manu (VIII-190) 
in the middle of page 66 should have 
read as niksepasya apaharttaram while 
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the second word is printed as apahatta- 
ram. On pages 72 to 78 the story of 
the stolen jewels in the Mricchakatika 
and the Charudatta of Bhasa is given, 
the latter being regarded as an abridge- 
ment of the former. The chapter on pro- 
stitutes and the position of women in 
Ancient India is very interesting. 

The survey is masterly, but the lay 
reader would have been happy if the au- 
thor had indicated in brackets the Eng- 
lish equivalents of the Latin legal phrases 
like jus cogens, jus dispositivum, etc. 

—Prof. U. Venkatakrishna Rao 


GUJARATI 


VIKRITI MANOVIJNANA ANE 
ADHUNIKA JIVANA. By Dhirendra 
D. Mehta. Published by Bharata Pra- 
kashana, 44, Kalyana Bhavan, Tilak 
Marga, Ahmedabad-1. pp. 14 plus 540. 
Price: Rs. 16. 

THE work has been planned primarily 

as a text-book for college courses and 

from that point of view it covers the 
ground adequately. But it also seems to 
be the undeclared aim of the author to 
supply a range of information about 

the nature and fields of psychology as a 

science to the general public. Here the 

planning cannot be said to be much satis- 
factory. 

The author has done admirably in 
Sections III and IV of the book. Here he 
takes up the challenge embodied in the 
formula “Mens sana in corpore sano". 
Psychic factors of diseases have been 
studied and their description is so life- 
like that quite simple people also feel 
that they are complex. Sure psycholo- 
gical ways and means have been sug- 
gested for the alleviation of deep malai- 
ses and, to say the least, he has fully 
succeeded in bringing home that psycho- 
logy is a rubber-stamp pressed upon a 
slippery dodging ghost. 

The author's struggle for the appro- 
priate word and phraseology in the re- 
gional language is more than apparent. 
But this is the common fate of almost 
all the writers in the regional languages 
on technical subjects. 

1 —Dr. A. S. Gopani 
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MARATHI 


MARATHI | SANTAVANMAYATILA 
PARAMARTHA-MARGA, Vol. TI. 
By Prof. R.D. Ranade. Translated 
by Prof. K.V. Gajendragadkar. Pub- 
lished by Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 
Bombay-7. Copies available from 
Book Centre Private Ltd., Ranade 
Road, Bombay-28. 280 pages. Price: 
Rs. 6. 


PROF. K.V. GAJENDRAGADKAR 
has laid the Marathi reader under great 
obligation by making available the 
Marathi translation of Gurudev Ranade's 
very valuable book on Maharashtra My- 
sticism. The translation is lucid, sim- 
ple and couched in an attractive literary 
style. The undertaking of such a noble 
task speaks for the translator's deep in- 
terest in devotional literature and his 
assiduous habits. The systematic and me- 
thodical study of the Marathi saintly 
literature is hereby placed in the hands 
of the common Marathi reader. 


The significant titles characterising a 
particular age e.g., The Age of Nama- 
deva—Democratic Mysticism, The Age 
of Ekanatha—Synthetic Mysticism, The 
Age of Tukarama—Personalistic Mysti- 
cism and the Age of Ramadasa—Acti- 
vistic Mysticism, have altogether been 
omitted in the translation; they should 
have been translated. The original 
scheme of chapters should also have been 
retained. Re-dividing the chapters and 
giving the status of independent chap- 
ters to original sections of a chapter has 
resulted in the increasing of chapters, 
e.g., four chapters on Tukarama in the 
original English book have been divided 
into seven chapters in the Marathi trans- 
lation. It would have been better if the 
last para of the original book had been 
translated in toto instead of rounding it 
off with a summary view. The Marathi 
renderiings of conversion (p. 31), the 
ism (p. 167), rationalism (p. 279), or 
idealism, (p. 280) do not seem to be 
happy. The sentence that Gora was 
born about eight years before Jnanadeva 
has not been accurately translated (p. 8). 


— Prof. B. R. Kulkarni 
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PHOTO 
NEWS 


Cardinal Gracias presented 
President Dr. Radha- 
krishnan last month with a 
set of the three Souvenir 
Volumes of the 38th Eu- 
charistic Congress held in 
Bombay in 1964. 


‘President Tito and Madam Tito were received by President Dr. Radhakrishnan 
and Prime Minister Smt, Indira Gandhi on October 21 when they visited this country. 


ry, BUP, Jammu: Di 


Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi 
was presented with the civic address 
when she visited Kathmandu last 


month. 


President Dr. Radhakrishnan receiv- 
ing President Nasser when the latter 
visited this country last month. 


CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, 


Vice-President ^ Dr. Zakir 
Husain coming out of the 
temple of the | Emerald 
Buddha, Bangkok, where he 
was on a goodwill tour last 
month, 


The Book Palace, recently 
built in Novosibirsk, RS- 
FSR, is one of the biggest in 
the Soviet Union, 


yaan Kosha 


President Dr. S. Radhakrishnan inaugurated the Koyali Oil Refinery last 

month, | 
Mr. Mumenthaler and Mr. Pierre Oppliger of Swiss Aid Abroad visited Bhavan's | 
Dakor Farm last month. Smt. Lilavati Munshi is seen talking to them. / 


Sri S. Gurmukh Singh Musfir, the Chief Minister of the New Punjab. 


pa E a s Je 
sm» gs A pa 
3 D oaea M qo N 
: Kulapati 'Munshiji speaking at a Reception given at the Bhavan to Prof. Hajime 
Nkunara, Professor of Sanskrit in Japan. 
` 


A scene from the Ballet “Rageshwari” presented by Bhavan's Stree Seva Sangh 
during the Garba Festival last month. 


Mahakavi Sri P. Kunhi- 
raman Nair, eminent poet 
of - Kerala, whose 60th 
Birthday was celebrated 
throughout the State on 
October 22, 1966. 


Nelly Sachs who shared the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, 
1966, with Y. S. Agnon. 


President Nasser bidding affectionate farewell to President 
Tito after attending the 4-day Tripartite Meeting in Delhi. 
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| 
| ; 
| President Marcos of Philippines presented U. S. President Johnson with two 
; honorific scrolls on Oct. 26. 

| 


President Dr. S. Radhakrishnan inaugurated the 5th World Congress of Cardiology in 
New Delhi last month. 


j 
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In Festive Spirit... Save on! 


To rejoice truly on Deepavali in carefree THE INDI 

mood with glad smiles in the family circle to- CAE eiue din ERE 
money must be saved well in time through willing savers. 2 / 

a Bank that takes good care of other peo- 

ples money, to help them build up capital. 

To spend without anxiety on proper objects ' 

and family needs, it is necessary to save The 
regularly, wisely and without risks. Saving 


up for Deepavali is a tradition still ‘cheri- 

shed in many parte of India aad the inate | n di [| an Ban k 
Bank helps savers of all degrees to put 

their money to good use. E: Li m ited Madani 


ELEGANT 


Edited by S. Ramakrishnan and printed £ published by hi 
at Associated Advs. & Ptrs., Bombay-34. Mg. Ed.: J, H. Wu ee Mae 
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EVERY DAY, YOU PUT YOUR 
HOUSE IN ORDER... 


HOW ABOUT YOUR MONEY 
MATTERS? 


You can't run a us and we'll give you just ONE rupee. 
well-organised happy a handsome 496 More important 
home when money interest every year. than cheque book 
problems lie ahead. You can withdraw or pass book 
You're invited to your money as many The Bank of Baroda 
visit your nearest as 150 times a year offers you quick 
branch of without previous CSS Ere 
The Bank of Baroda. — notice...you can have right from the time you 
Come to discuss your own cheque (s t 

; pen your account. 
your financial book too. : 
problems...we can ya Write for our FREE 
help you in many ways. Remember, it's so booklet "May We Help 

easy to save with us: You?" which gives 

Open, for instance, a you can start your details of all our 


Savings Account with Savings Account with services, 


THE BANK OF BARODA LTD. 


(Estd. 1908) Regd. Office: Mandvi, Baroda. 
Over 240 branches in India. Also branches in London, East Africa, 
East Pakistan, Fiji Islands, Mauritius and Cuycna. 
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SHEBRO PHENYLE 


Grade I, II, III 


SHEBRO PERFUMED PHENYLE 
LYSOL B. P. I. P. 


ALL MANUFACTURED STRICTLY ACCORDING 


TO DRUG RULES 
UNDER THE DRUG LICENCE No. 3/61 


BY 


S. H. SHELAT & SONS 


"Props. of Shelat Bros., & its Branches : 


1) SHELAT BROS., 2) BHRAGU AGENCIES 
19, Luckmudoss St., Umreth 
Madras -3 (Gujarat State) 


Phone: 32381. 


» CC-O. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized By Siddhanta eGangotri Gyaa 


